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Preface 
 
 

The fact of genocide committed against Azerbaijanis in 
1918 was totally falsified for many years in the Soviet 
historiography and presented to the public as a civil war. It was 
scarcely possible to get true and detailed information about 
those events from only older people at that time. One could not 
come across information about it in either books or media 
outlets. After Azerbaijan merged into its independence in 1991 
researches were conducted and a large number of books were 
published in this area. Concurrently our researchers addressed 
to archives of different countries and obtained new information 
in this area. 

Eventually, the dark history of Azerbaijan began 
demystifying. Despite numerous works done there is a 
necessity of serious investigations, continuous publication of 
books and shooting of documentaries and feature films related 
to the Armenian genocide committed against our people in the 
beginning of the 20th century, to communicate the truth about 
Azerbaijan both to national and international audience today.    

In view of it, Akram Baydamirli's book "The events of 
1918, died witnesses, unforgettable history" has been dedicated 
to the urgent and important topic for our history. The events of 
1918 as well as overall socio-political processes in that period 
have been analyzed in the book. Historical events have been 
described chronologically and referred to numerous sources 
reflecting the plan of transmigration of Armenians to our 
region, change of the ethnic composition of the population of 
the South Caucasus and other relevant highlights. 

The fact of settlement of Armenians in Azerbaijani lands 
was confirmed unequivocally.  Even though long-term false 
propaganda and groundless claims of Armenians, many foreign 
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historians have confirmed the fact of transmigration of 
Armenians to the South Caucasus in the beginning of the 19th 
century according to strategic plans of certain states. 

In the book "The events of 1918, died witnesses, 
unforgettable history" the author has also opted for the 
interviews with the people and living witnesses having 
information about the said period and investigating the tragedy 
along with the written sources related to the genocide 
committed against Azerbaijanis in 1918. It is commonly known 
that the majority of the witnessed people of the fact of 
genocide in 1918 have passed away recently.  Quite a few 
numbers of them are still alive today. Identification of 
witnesses, collection and publication of their memories are 
positive cases in terms of discovery of historical facts.     

Akram Baydamirli’s book “The events of 1918, died 
witnesses, unforgettable history” will cause to very tragic and 
never unforgettable historical case studies in our nation’s 
history and to readers’ attention and interest as a publication 
which has been compiled on the basis of bitter memories of the 
living witnesses of those events. 

I read the interviews of Saat Akhmedova, 114 years old 
resident of Digah village of Guba region and Rza Kamalov, 
107 years old resident of Khazar region of Baku city. Such 
people are indelible memory of our history. The information 
given by them illuminates the dark aspects of the history, the 
events of 1918. The information given by such persons, who 
have been living witnesses of the genocide committed by 
Armenians against our people, is always valuable for our 
history.    

Repeated exposures of the people of Azerbaijan to 
physical and moral terror by nasty Armenians throughout 
history are already undeniable historical facts. The number of 
such publications must be increased to communicate this 
reality and overall Armenian atrocity and forgery to a wider 
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audience and international community. We should always be in 
attack in the information war in accordance with the strategic 
course determined by Mr. President Ilham Aliyev to unmask 
Armenian lies, their historical falsifications and their overall 
provocative actions. At the same time we should always 
communicate fair and objective position of Azerbaijan to the 
world in a very professional manner.   

In view of all this we can say it is very important to 
communicate the mentioned book of A. Baydamirli to a wider 
reader audience and international audience. The Council of 
State Support to Non-Governmental Organizations under the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan has been supporting 
the projects aimed at communicating the reality about 
Armenian-Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh conflict to 
international community, unmasking nasty Armenian 
propaganda and forgery, and recognising Azerbaijan in the 
world. Akram Baydamirli’s book “The events of 1918, died 
witnesses, unforgettable history” is one of them.  
 
Farasat Gurbanov 
Executive Director of the Secretariat of the Council of State 
Support to Non-Governmental Organizations under the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
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CHAPTER I 
 

The necessity of investigation of the genocide 1918 
 

The main purpose of compiling this book is to illuminate 
several dark pages of our history as well as to extrapolate from 
certain historical processes and controversial aspects. Because, 
although history doesn’t repeat itself, it is forgotten in many 
circumstances either intentionally or unintentionally. 
Experience suggests that historical forgetfulness leads to bitter 
results. 

There were a sufficient number of witnesses during the 
events of the genocide committed against Azerbaijanis in 1918. 
Nearly the majority of the representatives of that generation 
had lively witnessed the Armenian atrocities in 1918.  However 
it was impossible to talk and write about it in the soviet period. 
There were some people who had seen those nightmares and 
murder scenes with their own eyes and lost their relatives 
during the genocide. They have already passed away recently.  

Soviet ideological weapon and false historiography had 
tried to cause us to forget this tragedy. They could almost 
succeed it partially. But no matter there were historical 
falsifications and ideological pressures it was not possible to 
hide the truth entirely.  

Taking into consideration all these points over the past 6 
years we researched the events of genocide of 1918 partly, 
which were committed against Azerbaijanis by Armenians.  
Given the geography of the genocide in 1918, we were able to 
gather much information. We visited about 30 villages of 6 
regions of Azerbaijan (Guba, Shamakhi, Shabran, Gobustan, 
Agsu, Neftchala), and held conversations with about 100 
people. Though there were naturally as few numbers of direct 
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participants and living witnesses of the 1918 events we found 
and talked to them. It should also be noted that we were able to 
meet the people who had investigated those events for a long 
period of time. There are some people that no one would ever 
be able to come across the information provided by such 
people in either archive materials or written books. Upon 
analyzing the conducted researches and gaining information we 
finally came to such conclusion that we had to publish a new 
book in order to present the events of 1918 and Armenian 
atrocities to international community once again. 

These researches were carried out in multiple courses. 
Information was collected about the atrocities committed 
against material and cultural resources, historical and 
architectural monuments and pilgrimages of Azerbaijan in that 
period along with the damage inflicted to human factor. 
Extensive studies have been conducted in the book in reference 
to various archival, internet and mass media materials.  

We would like to remind you one important aspect that 
the majority of the older people we talked in various places 
(Guba, Shamakhi, Gobustan regions) since 2010 have already 
passed away. However, we could collect information about 
them at the time. Of course, the State of Azerbaijan has made 
important steps in the re-investigation of the events of the 
genocide committed against Azerbaijanis in 1918 and wide-
range examination of some historical aspects. Especially, after 
the known decree of the President of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev 
in 1998 an important phase began in the research and re-
writing of our historiography. 

It should be noted that the President of Azerbaijan 
Heydar Aliyev had signed a decree “On the Genocide of the 
Azerbaijani people" on March 26, 1998 in order to investigate 
the events of this genocide committed against Azerbaijanis by 
Armenians, to give a political value to it and to communicate it 
to the international community. The decree noted that after the 
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Republic of Azerbaijan gained independence, the opportunity 
to create an objective picture of the historical past of our nation 
has been achieved. The realities are revealed, which have been 
kept in secret and banned for many years, and the 
misinterpreted events received their real values. (1). 

Many articles have been written and books published 
about the events of genocide committed against Azerbaijanis 
by Armenians in a number of cities of Azerbaijan including 
Guba and Shamakhi regions in 1918. We review those case 
studies and relevant transcripts. We came to the conclusion that 
more research would be needed in this area. In general, not 
only the international community but also the local community 
was sufficiently aware of those events.  

One may conclude that, the events of this genocide 
committed against Azerbaijanis had not been sufficiently 
investigated in that period of time. This has objective and 
subjective reasons. We will touch upon these reasons once the 
moment arrives. However we must not forget that the genocide 
hadn’t occurred only in Baku and other central cities. In short, 
the geography of the 1918 genocide was very broad. First of all 
let’s start with the fact that there were several settlements of 
Azerbaijan where the genocide had taken place; they would 
need re-investigations. One of these villages is Sundu village of 
Gobustan region (formerly that settlement was an 
administrative area of Shamakhi). 

We should note that it was one of the oldest settlements. 
40 percent of the population of Sundu village of Gobustan 
region was murdered within a night, which had about 5 
thousand years of history.  

Most tragically, one would be able to find very sketchy 
information and more frequently only brief statistics about this 
genocide so far. It is possible to expand the list of such facts 
and settlements significantly. Wouldn’t be possible to visit 
such settlements and villages and collect information from 
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older, informed population of those villages and at least from 
the eye-witnesses of those events even after Azerbaijan met its 
independence?  

Of course, it was possible and necessary. We found such 
a case study only in the book of Professor Seyfeddin Ganiev. 
Unfortunately, other authors were satisfied with available 
archival materials as well as repeating the information provided 
by the books which were written in this field. 

The genocide of Azerbaijanis in 1918 which was as 
tragic as the Khojaly tragedy in 1992 hasn’t been investigated 
properly. There is a few number of research books published in 
this area and the delivery process of those publications to the 
public and young people is very weak. Therefore, general 
public and international community do not have enough 
information about the genocide of Azerbaijanis in 1918. When 
taking a glance at the geography and facts of the events it is 
clear once again that more horrific events had taken place in 
1918 versus to what we have heard and known today.  

The Khojaly tragedy had taken place in front of our eyes 
in 1992. The information given by hundreds of living witness, 
video footages recorded by means of modern information 
technology, especially the footages recorded a bit later than 
Khojaly massacre by the late journalist Chingiz Mustafayev 
had a great impact on public opinion not only in Azerbaijan, 
but also all over the world.  

Unfortunately, the situation in dissemination of 
information about the events of 1918 is quite different. The 
bloody events were hidden from local and international 
communities in the closed society of USSR over 70 years. 
Those events were presented as a civil war in the history books 
of the Soviet period. Falsification of the historiography of that 
period so much had led to forget our national tragedy of 1918 
genocide. No one could have written articles about those events 
objectively. The closed regime which had been shackled by 
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other words, those events had not occurred all of a sudden. Now, 
let’s take a look at these processes in sequence and step by step: 
Which foreign forces supported the deployment of Armenians in 
the South Caucasus and when, and why?  

First of all, let’s pay attention to these points. Starting 
from the end of the 18th century Tsarist Russia began to 
incorporate the territories of the South Caucasus to itself. There 
is enough information in the historical sources and many books 
have been written about it. We would like to take a glance at 
some of these facts again. 

We should note that Azerbaijani territories were 
disintegrated and Azerbaijan turned into a small area as a result of 
an empire policy. One of the main results of that separation was 
mass transmigration of Armenians from the Middle East countries 
to the Azerbaijani lands. The Armenians who were mainly 
transmigrated to the South Caucasus had been deliberately settled 
in the Azerbaijani lands of strategic importance.  

Transmigration of Armenians into this region was the 
brake out of overall major tragedies in the South Caucasus 
region as well as the subsequent phase of the Armenian plan 
which had been evermore used as a tool.  A number of foreign 
states including Tsarist Russia acted within their interests 
together with Armenia in the realization of this plan. Looking at 
the real situation and many historical processes now it is once 
again confirmed that Russia, as one of the main players has 
taken maximum benefit from the Armenian card. Tsarist Russia 
understood that reliable supports would be needed to possess the 
Caucasus. However, it was impossible for the people living in 
the Caucasus region to allow the Russians to arrive into this 
region. Therefore, the transmigration process of Armenians into 
the South Caucasus, the ancient Azerbaijani lands took place 
sequentially by direct support of Russians. 

Let's take a glance at the historical facts again: Armenians 
shamed themselves as representatives of oppressed and poor 
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people and sought help from political leaders of Russia and other 
countries. In 1699 Israil Ori and Minas Vardapet, a church 
representatives had been sent to the Western European countries 
with the same request. They had asked Austria and Florence to 
create an Armenian state. At that time, Istail Ori managed to 
meet with Peter the Great, Russian emperor and shared his plans 
with him. Peter the Great accepted that plan as the ugly 
intentions of Armenians had fit well with Russia’s South 
Caucasus policy.      

Thus, the deployment plan of Armenians in the 
Azerbaijani lands was established. Peter the Great attempted to 
implement the transmigration plan of Armenians into 
Azerbaijani lands in order to create ethnic support for himself in 
the Caucasus. Therefore he signed a special decree in 1724. 
However, a number of factors delayed that process considerably. 
The death of Peter the Great in 1725, ongoing palace coups in 
Russia, weakened central power, as well as a successful policy 
of Nadir Shah, furthermore Russian and Turkish wars and Agha 
Mohammad Khan Qajar’s incursions didn’t allow to implement 
the transmigration plan of Armenians to Azerbaijani territories 
for a about one hundred years.  

I would like to bring into your attention one fact here 
about the meeting of Armenians with Peter the Great. Why did 
Armenian priests meet with Peter the Great?  

Historically, Armenians have pop up when they are 
needed for the policies of certain forces and turned to 
participants and instruments of ugly games. This was quoted by 
Jeyhun Alakbarov, Chairman of the Center for Recognition and 
Research of Khojaly Genocide at the interview with AzerTAG: 
“In the past, the Russian Tsar Peter the Great had utilized 
Armenians very skilfully in order to enforce his social supports 
in the Caucasus region. Armenians were very happy with the 
Russian Tsar’s incursions into the Caucasus. Because 
Armenians were in need of a ruler like Peter the Great to 
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implement their dirty intentions, and the tsar was in need of 
certain groups that he would be able to use in the region easily. 
And only Armenians were able to implement that duty in the 
Caucasus. It is no coincidence that Armenians took a special 
place in the Caucasus policy of Peter the Great. They saw that 
their dirty dreams would turn into reality in that incursion, i.e., 
they thought they would take possession of “Greater Armenian 
territory” in the future” (2.1.).  

Jeyhun Alakbarov mentioned that Khojaly town where he 
was born had been exposed to the attacks of Armenians and 
checkmated 3 times within one century in 1905, 1918 and 1992. 
He emphasized that the genocide committed by Armenians in 
Khojaly has also been reflected in the media as the event of 
disgrace brought to mankind. Khojaly town is a historic and 
strategically important place. Belonging to the 18th century, 
“Askaran Castle” is located between Khojaly town and Askaran 
settlement, right and left banks of Gargar River. Main talks 
between Russia and Iran about transmigration of Armenians into 
Karabakh had been held in that castle in 1810. (2.2). 

Nowadays, the historical sources prove with irrefutable 
facts that current Armenians (i.e. the hays) didn’t have any 
historical state in the Caucasus. Such a conclusion can be made 
from transcripts of authors that prior to the invasion of Iravan 
khanate by the Russian troops 20 percent of 20 thousand 
populations of the city – that is, 4 thousand people were 
Armenians, 16 thousand people were Azerbaijanis. There were 
12 thousand populations in the city after the invasion, 40 percent 
of which that is, 4800 people were Armenians, the remaining 
7200 people were Azerbaijanis.  Thus, 8800 people from 16 
thousand populations which existed prior to the invasion were 
forced to leave the city and move to different areas or were 
killed as a result of war. In other words, after the Russian 
invasion the Azerbaijani population of the city had decreased by 
half. (3). 
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Armenians were densely deployed in Nakhichevan, Iravan 
and Karabakh territories and more than 200,000 dessiatina 
treasury lands were allocated to them. Overall, during that 
period, approximately 200,000 Armenians were brought and 
deployed in the Azerbaijani lands which had been taken over by 
Russians. One fact would come in handy to mention here. Thus, 
Armenians had erected a monument in Agdere region in 1978 
for marking the 150th anniversary of their transmigration to 
Karabakh. Later on that monument was destroyed by Armenians 
in the occupied Aghdere region very cunningly. 

Certain years passed, the Armenians who were able to 
change their masks easily found defenders for themselves very 
cunningly around the world. Armenians backed up by those 
forces indulged in illusion to create “Greater Armenia” towards 
the end of 19th century. Finally, they established Dashnaktsutyun 
terror organization in 1891 to carry out their dirty intentions (this 
history is written differently in a number of sources – author A. 
B.). Nationalist Armenians who scattered around the world had 
been involved to the Dashnaktsutyun terrorist organization 
which was financed by a number of foreign countries. This 
organization committed numerous murders and crimes to create 
“Greater Armenia” since then.  

Creation of “Greater Armenia” illusion, according to 
Armenians, was supposed to be implemented in two trends. First 
was the policy to occupy and incorporate territories of Turkey 
including territories of Azerbaijan into Armenia thanks to 
political, military and financial support of the Western states and 
Russia. Second was to commit genocide with national carnage 
against Turkish peoples as well as Azerbaijanis to achieve that 
intention. Armenians, taking into account both factors were able 
to take advantage according to condition and space. On the other 
hand, they carried out their false propaganda to achieve their 
goals which were very devious and neither fit into dimensions 
and nor were supported by facts and realities. We should also 
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note that the desired condition for Armenians to implement their 
plan had been created in the 1st quarter of the 19th century. The 
processes taking place in the region, tensions that existed among 
the khanates and inability of uniting around a single idea, on the 
basis of a united Azerbaijan ideology has stimulated Russian 
aggressive policy.  

Finally, since 1801 the policy of skillful use of the 
Christian factor by Russia who started invasion of the lands of 
Azerbaijan was activated.  Political circles of the Russian 
Empire understood that there would be no better instrument than 
Armenians in this policy. Therefore, Armenia got active 
politically. “Gulustan” treaty which was signed on October 12, 
1813 provided favourable conditions. Turkmenchay" treaty 
which signed on February 10, 1828, did not end up only with a 
tragic ending such as division of Azerbaijan. More serious 
disaster was founded here. It was the fact that the processes of 
transmigration of Armenians to Azerbaijan's historical lands had 
started. Nakhchivan and Iravan khanates were repealed in 1828. 
"Armenian province" was established instead. That was a well-
conceived source for the future of the Armenian state. One of the 
aspects in the target of the "Armenian province" issue was that 
two Turkish states would be separated from each-other 
geographically. 

In order to speed up those processes there was a mass 
transmigration of Armenians from Iran and Turkey according to 
terms of "Turkmenchay" (1828) and "Adirne" (1829) treaties 
signed after the Russian invasion of the Iravan khanate (4). 

One should not forget that, a bit after transmigration of 
Armenians into those lands serious consequences launched. The 
transmigrated Armenians from Iran and Turkey did not refrain 
from committing massacres and pogroms against local 
Azerbaijani population. The events of genocide against 
Azerbaijanis committed in 1905-1906, 1918-1920 and 
subsequent years are evidence for antecedents. World War I 



 
17

which covers the periods from 1914 to1918 played a key role in 
turning Armenian ideas into reality. Armenians were able to gain 
a favourable political position in the period when the Russian 
Empire started collapsing.  

Foreign authors wrote regarding the issue of 
transmigration of Armenians into Azerbaijani lands: "The flow 
of Armenians into the current Armenia intensified again after the 
Russian-Turkish War in 1877-1878. As a result of Armenian 
revolts that took place in Turkey in 1890’s, about 400 thousand 
more Armenians moved to Caucasus. N. Shavrov, a foreign 
author further mentions that one million of 1300000 Armenians 
living in the Transcaucasia in the beginning of the 20th century 
were not local population but the Armenians who had been 
settled through Russians (5). 

Professor Yagub Mahmudov, Director of the Institute of 
History of Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences 
disseminated an interesting statement in the media that was 
about transmigration of Armenians to these lands.  "Armenians 
were transmigrated from the Balkans to surroundings of the Van 
Lake, and from there to Azerbaijan by Tsarist Russia. 
I am very sorry that there are certain forces in Azerbaijan today 
that are trying to militate the facts when we, with historical facts, 
prove how Armenians have been transmigrated to Azerbaijan 
and which works they have carried out. According to him, these 
forces should lay claim to their history, and should not serve 
abroad having eating the bread of Azerbaijan and receiving 
names here. (6.1). 

Y. Mahmudov furthermore suggested: "Documents were 
brought from Berlin, London, Paris, St. Petersburg, Moscow, 
Delhi, Istanbul, Ankara and other places by the Institute of 
History. The world with entire historic evidences says that 
Armenians were transmigrated into the Azerbaijani lands by 
Tsarist Russia. Armenian province was created in the territory of 
former Iravan khanate". The directory of the Institute of History 
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has stated that Azerbaijan is the owner of the lands which has 
been ascribed by Armenians. According to him further 
researches will be continued in the future: “By means of the 
books "Real history and "Greater Armenia" fabrication" we 
prove some issues to the Armenian historians who call us 
outlander, nomadic adding that we are not the owners of these. It 
is evidence that Armenians were transmigrated here from 
Balkan Peninsula. The Ethnos is an outlander population into 
Asia and were transmigrated around the Van Lake. They were 
transmigrated into the lands of Azerbaijan from there which had 
been occupied by Tsarist Russia ". (6.2). 

Yunis Huseynov, another author writes: "Gulustan" and 
"Turkmenchay" treaties signed between the Russian Empire and 
Iran in 1813 and 1828, laid the foundation of fragmentation of 
Azerbaijani people and separation of our historical lands. Mass 
transmigration of Armenians into the Azerbaijani lands was 
implemented within short period of time; to Iravan, Karabakh, 
Nakhchivan and others. Though Armenians settled in the 
territories of Azerbaijani khanates had been relatively less than 
the Azerbaijanis living they could have achieved to establish the 
administrative territory called “Armenian province”. Such 
artificial territorial division in fact, laid the foundation of the 
policy to oust and extinguish Azerbaijanis from their lands.  The 
inglorious "Greater Armenia" ideas were launched and 
propagated”. (7). 

Apparently, the Armenians carrying out an artful line were 
able to settle in the historical lands of Azerbaijan. One issue 
makes most of us think. But how was Iravan with 76 percent of 
the Turkish population and our other historical territories given 
to Armenians? All sources are proving unequivocally that Iravan 
city has been one of the oldest settlements of Azerbaijan. Even 
some Armenians admit this fact too. Hovhannes Shahkhatunian, 
an Armenian priest shows in the list compiled in the "Armenian 
Soviet Encyclopedia" that all of the 49 khanates administering 
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the Iravan Khanate were Azerbaijani Turks for 390 years. (8).  
Even the priests of the Armenian Catholic churches 

located in the Iravan Khanate were appointed by Iravan 
Khans. There are a number of serious resources to clarify the 
essence of Armenians who are skillful in falsification of 
historical reality that are seriously needed to be publicized and 
communicated to Azerbaijani and foreign readers. By the way, 
though the transmigrated Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh 
solemnized the 150th jubilee of their transmigration in 1978 and 
erected a monument for it the Armenians consider themselves to 
be the aborigine population of Nagorno-Karabakh now. After 
the start-up of the 1988 events Armenians erased that monument 
from the earth claiming that they had been real owners of that 
region.  

Professor Karim Shukurov, Doctor of History has 
suggested about the transmigration of Armenians to this 
territory: "...Armenians are outlanders to this area. Armenians 
were transmigrated to this area in accordance with Article 15 of 
"Turkmenchay" treaty in 1828. Russia had been trying to 
enforce Armenian positions in this region since 1801.   

Russia was involving Armenians into its occupied regions. 
It is one of the issues in our historiography that has received 
little attention. Therefore, the Armenians have always been 
foreign elements in Nakhchivan distinctly. A Transfer 
Committee was formed under Lazarev, who was the ethnic 
Armenian. We also possess the appeal of Lazarev to the 
Armenians. A researcher surnamed Glinka also authors a book 
on the transmigration of Armenians. A book by Grigoryev 
contains data explaining from which regions of South 
Azerbaijan, the Armenians were transmigrated to Nakhchivan”. 
(9). 

Samad Sardarinya, a famous researcher and scholar of 
South Azerbaijan had mentioned in his scientific work "Iravan 
has been the province of the Muslim residents" published in 
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Farsi in Tehran has mentioned on transmigration of Armenians 
to South Caucasus, Azerbaijani lands.  The foreign author, 
conducting extensive research has comprehensively clarified the 
years of transmigrations of Armenians into Iravan, an ancient 
Azerbaijani town, the number of people transmigrated and 
gradual diminishing of Azerbaijani population. With historical 
documents and facts Samad Sardarinya had discovered the facts 
such as gradually intensified character of this policy, 
Azerbaijanis exposure to physical and moral pressures and 
consequently driven out of Iravan, and provided condition for 
Armenians dominance in terms of their quantity in the city.  

One fact would come in handy to mention here that a few 
years ago Armen Jigarkhanyan, an actor and People's Artist of 
USSR, when interviewed he had rudely said: "Baby, my great 
grandfather's grave in Maraqa city, Iran. Names and surnames 
were written on the grave stones. How can I tell that my great 
grandfather is from Stepanakert". Jigarkhanyan was declared 
hostile by the Armenians after the interview. (10) 

Another interesting fact attracts attention. The article 
"Armenians are derivative gypsies" was published in the 
Armenian magazine «Murc» in 1897. The article stated amply 
and logically the origin unity of the Armenian and gypsy 
peoples. The article even mentions the names of Armenians of 
gypsy origin, as well as, in fact, it also reports about the 
geographical routs of the gypsy and Armenian nomads who 
drew the geographical location of "the country from sea to sea”  

According to another probability, "Armenia" is the name 
of the geographical area, not the people. "Hike", the name of 
Armenians also proves that Armenia is their historical 
homeland. According to the researcher Y. Karstin’s opinion, 
"Hike" tribe had come to the Euphrates from Balkan Peninsula.  
Moreover, the outstanding Russian scientist I. M. Dyakonov 
proves that "only one conclusion, a new one can be made that 
the first carriers of ancestors of the Armenian language came to 
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Armenian plateau as nomadic cattle-breeders" (11). 
Let's take a glance at the facts related to transmigration of 

Armenians to Azerbaijan. Historical sources with irrefutable 
facts prove that there had been no historical state of Armenians 
in the territory of Caucasus, which constituted a small 
community. They lived in a cluster in the territories of Turkey 
and Iran by the 17th century and then in the Karabakh and Iravan 
Khanate.  

"At the end of the 40s of the 18th century Iravan khanate of 
Azerbaijanis was established in the territory of the current 
Armenia similar to elsewhere of Azerbaijani lands and those 
khanates were always run by Azerbaijani khans. 78 percent of 
the population in the territory of the khanate were Azerbaijanis, 
11 percentages were Kurds and others and only 10 per cent 
among them were the Armenians" (12). 

The landscape had changed completely in subsequent 
years. Historical documents elucidate that Iravan khanate had 
been established together with a number of other khanates in 
Azerbaijan in the 40s of the 18th century. It should be noted that 
all of the khanates were led by Azerbaijanis. According to 
sources, while in 1896, a total of 900 thousand Armenians lived 
in the South Caucasus, in 1908 and 1301 thousand Armenians 
lived there. In 1914-1916 more than 350 thousand Armenians 
arrived from Turkey and settled in the South Caucasus, and part 
of them settled in Iravan which further aggravated the situation 
of Azerbaijanis. A true genocide was committed against 
Azerbaijanis in Iravan city during the ruling of the dashnak 
government in 1918-1920. Very few Azerbaijanis stayed in the 
city.  (13) 

Overall, since 1828 - 40,000 people from Iran, 84,000 
from Turkey, 30,000 Syria; in 1914-1922 - 70,000 people from 
Turkey, 30,000 from France; since 1946 - 409,000 people from 
Iran, Syria, Lebanon, Bulgaria, Greece Romania; in 1947 - 
35,000 people  from USA, Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, France, 
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Egypt, Bulgaria and Romania, in 1948-1953 - 100,000 people 
from USA, Syria, Lebanon, France, Egypt, Bulgaria and 
Romania were transmigrated to the territory of Armenia. One 
more confession from Armenians - 76 percent of Azerbaijanis! 

It is confirmed distinctly in the book “Historical 
Memories” (2nd part) authored by Armenian writers Z. Lalayan, 
the work “Toponym dictionary of Armenia and surrounding 
regions” authored by S. Melikbakhshiyan and X. Barsegiyan and 
Armenian Soviet Encyclopedia that more than 76 % of the 
population of the Iravan khanate and surrounding region had 
been Azerbaijani Turks and Muslims. (14). 

Even Nikita Mikhalkov, a Russian producer while 
preparing to film a television serial about Isgandar Griboyedov 
has recently mentioned that “at that time, in the beginning of the 
19th century 40 thousand Armenians were removed from Iran 
and deployed in Karabakh”. He stated at the interview with 
Russian media: "We have proved that Griboyedov’s murder was 
not associated with Muslims, but that was a cold murder which 
had been planned by the British.  Griboyedov was an obstacle on 
their way for the Silk Road (15). 

It should also be noted that, there is enough information 
about Isgandar Griboyedov’s pro-Armenian position at one time 
working with the Russian Ambassador to Iran. Deployment of 
Armenians in the territory of the Northern Azerbaijan who had 
been moved from the territory of Iran could change the ethnic 
composition of the population in Iravan, Nakhchivan and 
Karabakh. The difference in the ethnic composition was in 
favour of Armenians as a result of increased outlander 
Armenians in these provinces and emigration of local 
Azerbaijanis to the territories of Iran and Turkey who were 
unable to sustain Tsar pressure.  
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Explanation on Armenians by Patriarch Kirill of Moscow 
and all Russia  
 

 
 
Lately (2015), Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and all 

Russia had presented an interesting explanation related to 
Armenians: "In the meeting with metropolitans of Orthodox 
churches around Moscow Kirill reminded the history of 
Russian Empire. The head of the Russian Orthodox Church 
drawing attention of gathering participants to the recent events 
taken place in Armenia and increased anti-Russian mood in 
that country, has said:  "We defend this people since the 
moment of creation of the Armenian state. We have always 
considered Armenia as a part of Russia and guarded the few 
Catholic Armenians as the apple of the eye. This state with 
such a complicated geographical condition could never exist 
without Russia. However, we are now witnessed that 
everything has changed rapidly and the kindness we showed 
has been cynically forgotten. Armenians should not forget one 
thing that without Russia their existence in these lands is 
impossible". (16). 
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The delayed confession made by the Patriarch of Russia 
confirmed the fact once again about when and with whose 
support the Armenians had established a state in the South 
Caucasus. As you can see, all sources clarify the time and 
condition of deployment of Armenians in this region. Despite 
all irrefutable facts Armenians have not given up their false 
actions and evil intentions. Even the historical monuments 
under occupation are not left beyond Armenian diversion and 
forgery. Armenian vandals have committed crimes against 
humanity and applied the same crimes to historical monuments 
in the Western Azerbaijan (Armenia) as well, which resulted in 
destruction of all historical monuments aimed at wiping-off 
Turkish-Muslim traces. They want to erase the highlights of 
these territories related to Azerbaijani people by means of 
destruction of historical monuments. All historians, foreign 
scientists, even Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and all Russia has 
made an overt statement about settlement of Armenians in the 
historical lands of Azerbaijan and the fact that they have 
established a state for themselves directly with the support of 
russia.  
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Unrepeated history and similar processes 
 

A conclusion can be made through analyzing social and 
political processes and the events taken place in the region of 
that era that whatever happened to Azerbaijanis in 1918 was 
not accidental. For Armenians, this is one phase of their serious 
preparation for a long time and exercising their dirty plans 
when a location and moment has arrived.  People who have 
studied the issue of the Armenian knows it better that in 1905-
1907, in 1918-1920, in various years of the 20th century, and 
finally, since 1988, opened their faces  and showed their 
identities upon maturity of a moment. This is already proven 
Armenian strategy. Repose, high hospitality, obliviousness, and 
armeninan artfulness and other factors have left Azerbaijanis 
unarmed during the Armenian genocide committed against 
Azerbaijanis. Such bitter experience had been displayed overtly 
both during the events of 1905, 1918 and 1988.Ahmet Agaoglu 
touching upon the Armenian terror issue has written that ‘it is 
not just the work of three-five stupid artmenians, it is the work 
of the Dashnasutyun which feels the support of powerful 
foreign defenders and which possesses a strategic plan’.   

Unfortunately, even now foreign defenders especially 
Russian factor still defends Armenian in the 21st century. 
Armenian thought, hatred, inhumane acts; there was only a 
time difference. Let’s pay attention to the genocides committed 
against Azerbaijanis by Armenians in 1918 and by the end of 
20th century in the view of Armenian “writers”. Armenian 
writer Zori Balayan, who participated in the Khojaly genocide, 
published his book “Revival” (17.1) in 1996 in Vadnazor deals 
with a pathos referring to the massacre committed in Khojaly:  

"I gave torture to Turks (Azerbaijanis) as a duty of 
citizenship and manhood. When we entered the house which 
we held with Hachatur our soldiers had tacked the nails of one 
Turkish child to the window so she wouldn’t make a lot of 
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noise. Hachatur poked the cut breast of her mother into the 
child’s mouth. Then I peeled the 13 year old Turkish child’s 
skin from her head, chest and stomach. The child died from 
blood lost after 7 minutes. As my background was a doctor 
(humanist) I was not happy from which I did against the child. 
But my spirit became proud from the joy. Then Hachatur cut to 
pieces the corpse of the born from dogs (i.e. Turks) and threw 
them to dogs. After that we did the same action with 3 Turkish 
foetuses. So I and Hachatur fulfilled our duties as an Armenian, 
patriotism and citizenship…”. Daud Kheyriyan, in his book 
“For the Sake of Cross” (17.2), which was published in Beirut 
in 2000, he also forwards a mouthful argument about the 
Khojaly genocide:  “This morning, in a cold weather we made 
up a road with dead bodies to pass about one kilometre towards 
Dashbulag. I did not want to pass over the bodies. Colonel 
Ohanyan said to me not to get frightened and it was laws of 
war. I step up on the chest of a girl’s dead body of 9-11 years 
old and proceeded. My clothes were soiled with blood. So I 
step up and passed about 1200 corpses...” He further writes: 
“On March 2, the Armenian group “Gaflan” (a special group 
set up for burning of dead bodies) collected 2000 dead bodies 
belonging to stupid mogols (i.e., Turks) and gathered them in 
one place to the West of Khojaly and burned them. I saw one 
girl aged 10 lying in the last truck. The girl was wounded in her 
neck and hands. I looked carefully, and found out that she was 
breathing slowly. But she was still alive despite of hunger, 
coldness and wounds.A soldier named Tigran held her on her 
ear and brought her to the place of other dead bodies which had 
been gathered and soaked with black oil to burn. Then he 
burned dead bodies. At that time I heard somebody crying for 
help”. The atrocity committed by Armenians in Khojaly was 
committed in a similar way in 1918 as well. The main issue 
here is the difference between time and space. We have been 
unaware of those events for a long time. Despite we elders 
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were hearing shocking information about the massacres 
committed by Armenians in 1918 we were not sensible of such 
information in the Soviet Union era. As such information was 
only available verbally, not in the books and press these data 
were not strong enough to affect us. On the other hand, Soviet 
historiography had completely falsified such historic aspects. 
However, as the time passed, the fact remained as they were. 
Even Armenian sources confirmed Armenian atrocities as well. 

At the beginning of the last century A. Lalayan, an 
Armenian historian wrote: “Dashnak gangs were displaying 
maximum courage in front of Turkish women, children, and 
the elderly and sick people. The Turkish villages occupied by 
Dashnaks had been stripped off from live humans and had been 
turned into slums with their mutilated victims. Dashnak 
Vahram talking about his "courage": I completely exterminated 
the Turkish population in Basar-Gecar without considering 
anything. But sometimes I was worried that the bullets are 
wasted for nothing. The most effective method to wipe these 
dogs is to stuff the survivors of the battles in wells and throw 
heavy rocks over them. This is exactly what I did: I assembled 
all the men, women and children in the well and threw heavy 
rocks over them.  (18.1). 

A. Lalayan admits that the Armenian Dashnak 
government in its 30 months reign (May 1918 - November 
1920) assassinated 60 percent of the Azerbaijani population. 
From December 1917 until August 1918, 625 people were 
killed in just 15 villages of Sisian region. The number of our 
cognates was about 200 thousand who had left their pillaged 
native lands from Bayazid, Echmiadzin and Iravan provinces. 
In Zangazur province 115 Muslim villages were destroyed and 
3257 men, 2276 women and 2196 children, the residents of 
those villages, were killed. 199 villages were destroyed in 
Iravan province by March 1918, a part of the 135 thousand 
populations were killed with the sword and the other part 
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managed to flee. During the first 9 months of 1919, 96 villages 
in Echmiadzin and Surmeli provinces and all villages in Iravan 
province had been devastated. (18.2). 

Armenians committed genocide against Azerbaijanis in 
the south as well, in Urmia, Khoy, Tabriz, Salmas and other 
cities. 1500 Turks were killed in one night in Urmia with a 
population of 150 thousand. 10 thousand people had already 
been killed before Ottoman army arrived (19.1). The incidents 
in Urmia caused other Azerbaijani cities to act vigilantly 
against Armenians. For this reason, the Armenians were unable 
to commit such a large scale massacres in other cities.  

Dear valuable readers, the position, malice and atrocity 
of Armenians were same as at the end of the century, that is, 
they have preserved the same idea, the same anti-Turkish and 
anti-civil thinking. It shows that even though the world has 
changed, improved, the treatment of the Armenian disease has 
not been found. The treatment of this disease is to 
communicate the reality to international community, supported 
with scientific opinions and facts, and to put forward the 
essence of this conflict in the South Caucases.  

At this point, we would like to bring to your attention 
some of the facts associated with Armenians. Maarif Teymur, 
Director of the State Literature and Art Archive has presented 
some interesting facts to the press concerning these events. He 
notifies about the maintained references belonging to the well-
known writers which were related to the genocides committed 
against our nation in the beginning of the last century:  “Over 
the beginning of the last century, the massacres committed 
against our cognates had showed themselves in different 
periods of history. In this sense, our creators have repeatedly 
addressed the genocide issue. Truthfully, it is well-known that 
it was forbidden to talk about it in Soviet times. There are 
certain aspects related to genocides in Aziz Sharif's personal 
repository. Aziz Sharif was naturally feared to talk about it in 
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the Soviet era. But sometimes he was talking about it 
instinctively”. (19.2). 

In spite of all the prohibitions of the Soviet period, this 
issue was not forgotten. The genocides in 1918-1920 were 
reported in the press of the period of Azerbaijan Democratic 
Republic. There are detailed and shocking information with 
pictures about it, about the genocide committed against our 
people namely on the pages of the “Azerbaijan” newspaper 
published in the period of Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. 
Again, let us turn to sources. M. A. Rasulzadeh quoted from M. 
Kluge who was a living witness of the March genocide: “The 
photos taken by Kluge and other foreigners, which exist today 
as memories of those days, clearly describe very tragic sights. 
The shepherd dogs gnaw bulk of corpses of sinister baby girls 
and boys..., a naked woman lay dead on the ground... lively 
baby sucks dried gland of a dead mother...” Government of the 
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic marked March 31 of 1919 
and 1920 as a National Day of Mourning. (19.3.). 

It should be noted that M. A. Rasulzadeh had tried to 
investigate Armenian lies and provocations and convey them to 
the world for many years.  One fact would come in handy to 
mention here referring to the following source. The 31st issue 
of the newspaper “Istiqlal”, edited by Mammed Amin 
Rasulzadeh, leader of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, and 
published on 1 April 1933 in Munich, was completely 
dedicated to the 15th anniversary of the massacre of March 
1918 in Baku. After Azerbaijan regained its independence this 
day is commemorated every year. We should not stay studying 
this event by ourselves. We must declare all over the world 
about the faces of ravenous wolves of “poor Armenians” that 
have got in sheep’s skin. We must ensure that the peoples of 
the entire world should see the disgraced faces of Armenians 
and thoroughly recognize who is who. We must ensure those 
troubles our people suffered would not happen again. (20). 
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Apparently, M. A. Rasulzadeh, one of the prominent 
figures of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic calls on the 
people to be vigilant all the time, as he was familiar with the 
Armenian trickery and trait very well. He calls to learn and 
disseminate the real truth. 
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Armenian terrorism – historical realities 
 

Researchers involved in historiography and generally, the 
readers following historical processes will once again confirm 
the view of Armenian inclination to terrorism.Deployment of a 
terrorist organization by them was a logical continuation of this 
policy. We should also mention that, deployment of 
“Armenakan” in 1885, “Hunchak” in 1886, and 
“Dashnaksutyun” parties opened new bloody pages of the 
struggle against the Azerbaijani Turks. These parties have set a 
fantasy to exterminate to the Anatolian and Azerbaijani Turks, 
and to build a “Greater Armenia” state in Turkish and 
Azerbaijani lands. They impinged terror acts once a chance 
maturated to achieve their dirty goals. Armenian revolts 
organized at the end of the 19th century, especially, in 1894-
1896 in Van, Erzurum, Samsun, Kars and other places resulted 
in the murder of thousands of innocent Turks. Ramiz 
Sevdamaliyev, PhD on political sciences has mentioned in his 
article related to Armenian terrorism: “Michael M. Gunter, 
Professor, Department of Political Science,  
Tennessee Technological University also indicates that terror 
acts of “Dashnaksutyn” was used not only against Ottoman 
officials, but also other Armenians who had run afoul of the 
dashnaks’ interests. 

At the 18th annual meeting of the Middle East Studies 
Association, held on November 3-6, 1983 in Chicago, Illinois, 
the Armenian political scientist Zh. Libaridyan presented a 
report on "Roots of political violence in recent Armenian 
history”. In his report, he referred to statistical data on political 
assassinations from 1904 to 1906 committed by Armenian 
terrorists in Baku and Tbilisi, as well as in Van and its 
surroundings. (21).  

Islam Zeynalov, a historian researching the Armenian 
terrorism has written: "Armenians have committed terrible 
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massacres everywhere in the world over the past 200 years. 
Regardless of nationality, gender and age limit they had not 
shown mercy to anyone at everywhere from Moscow to New 
York, from Paris to Lisbon, from Geneva to Rome, from 
Istanbul to London, from Vienna to Amsterdam, from Madrid 
to Sydney, from Belgrade to Beirut, from Copenhagen to 
Vatican, from Frankfurt to Brussels ... and finally, to all 
regions of Azerbaijan. Armenian cruelty is in the first row in 
all crimes". (22.1). 

Furthermore, I. Zeynalov mentioned: “It was not just in 
vein when a famous American scholar Samuel Weems had said 
that all Armenians were terrorists: scholars, old and young, 
women and children".  In Azerbaijan, inscrutable crimes 
committed by that nation are innumerable. (22.2). 

Generally, the Armenian terrorism can be divided into 
several stages. Some of those crimes took place in the 
beginning of the 20th century. Armenians snuggling down the 
patronage of tsarist Russia in 1905-1907 turned Azerbaijan to 
the field of large-scale bloody acts. In order to realize the 
“Greater Armenia” “idea” from sea to sea, with the help of the 
tsarist Russia, Armenians committed such terror attacks in the 
rural areas of Azerbaijani population. There are sufficient facts 
about it in historical sources. The next stage can be associated 
with the First World War. Thus, the Armenians committed 
systematic murders against the civilian population in Ottoman 
Turkey. Those terrorist attacks had increased so much that the 
Ottoman government was obliged to take some steps to ensure 
the safety of its citizens. Armenians by distorting historical 
facts attempt to mark a fictitious Armenian genocide every 
year on April 24. 

However, it is impossible to hide historical reality with 
false propaganda. Finally, let's take a glance at the historical 
processes. The revolution took place in 1917. Armenians tried 
to use those processes within their interests again.  
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When we look at the historical processes a number of 
very dark aspects are illuminated. Thus, the bourgeois 
revolution in February 1917 radically undermined the Russian 
empire, and it further catalysed the disintegration process.   

The established temporary government organized a 
special committee to administer the South Caucasus. However, 
socialist revolution on October 25, 1917 changed everything 
radically. 

Overall, that revolution was the beginning of a new stage. 
South Caucasus commissariat replaced the special committee 
of the South Caucasus which did not recognize the Soviet 
power on November 1917. Officials in all three South 
Caucasus nations were represented in the commissariat. There 
were contradictions in the operation of the commissariat due to 
territorial claims. According to the "Erzinjan" reconciliation 
signed on December 5, 1917, the Russian troops began to leave 
the Caucasus Front. The returning Russian soldiers gave their 
weapons to Armenians. Armenians covertly armed to fight 
against our people. Armenians took advantage of the situation 
skilfully. In fact, all of those processes were a part of the 
preparations for the genocide to be carried out against 
Azerbaijanis in the near future, that is, in 1918. 

We know from the history that the Armenians wanted to 
commit multiple massacres against Azerbaijanis in January 
1918. However, they failed to obtain a necessary condition for 
it. In early February of 1918, the Transcaucasia Commissariat 
organized the South Caucasus Sejim which had a legislative 
authority. The Sejim operated in Tbilisi. Azerbaijanis were 
represented by 4 parties and 44 MPs here. Muslim faction was 
led by M. A.  Rasulzadeh. 

On March 3, 1918 Brest-Litovsk treaty was signed 
between Soviet Russia and Germany. That treaty was a heavy 
blow to the Armenians. Political situation in Baku was too 
complicated at that time. Baku was the only city that was left 
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beyond the competencies of the Sejim. Baku was turned to a 
firing ground of the Armenian-Dashnak forces. 

We should also mention that, Ottoman, British and 
German states together with Russia had displayed a great 
interest to Baku during the First World War. Therefore, Stepan 
Shaumyan, who led the Armenians-bolsheviks began gathering 
Russian-Armenian troops with various promises, who were 
returning from the front, in order to strengthen his position in 
Baku and to take privileges in hand in the future. 

S. Shaumyan had already gathered more than 20 
thousand troops by March of 1918. Most of the collected units 
were Armenians. Everything was ready to commit genocide. 
The main goal was to destroy the social base of the national 
forces and to strike a blow on the democratic movement. 

Historical facts and some sources show that the Muslim 
population of Baku Commune did not have any support by the 
Muslim population. This organization was a government which 
served for the interests of the Armenian nationalists, 
implemented anti-Azerbaijan policy and was far from 
democratic principles. The main positions were held by 
Armenians at the Baku People's Commissars Soviet. This idea 
is approved by looking at the list. S. Shaumyan took the post of 
PKS chairman and Foreign Affairs Commissioner; G. 
Korganov (G. Korganyan) took the post of military and naval 
affairs commissioner; and G. Korenyan (Gabrielyan) took the 
post of Minister of Justice. The leadership of Baku 
Commissariat was represented by Avetisyan, Kostandyan, 
Osipyan, Amiryan, Ter-Saakyan, Mikoyan and others.  The 
heads of the military commandant's office and military units 
were mainly Armenians (23). 

The composition of the Baku Commune and the 
nationality of those persons clarify many dark aspects. It once 
again proves that, in fact, the main goals and strategic targets 
of the Baku commune and other organizations created by them 



 
35

have been the same. And it is also a fact that once the locations 
avail and chances maturate these would display the Armenian 
trait and implement the policy of terrorism. When reviewing 
the genocide and terrorist acts carried out by Armenians 
against Azerbaijanis and other nations, we once again find out 
the similarity of the Armenian scenario and Armenian essence. 
There could only be a difference in time and space. History is a 
source of lesson. We must know our history in order to know 
the identity of Armenians. Unawareness of history sometimes 
leads to mistakes. But the mistakes omitted in terms of the fate 
of the country get very terrible. History is not repeated and 
such mistakes omitted would not be forgiven.  
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CHAPTER II 
 

Why did the 1918 events take place?  
    

One may find sufficient information in the historiography 
about how the 1918 events took place.   
Analyzing the data, one may conclude that one of the main 
goals of Stepan Shaumyan, Lenin’s commissar plenipotentiary 
in the Caucasus, and the bolshevik-dashnak formation led by 
him was to connect Baku to Russia. Former Russia that gazed 
on the Baku oil did not also want to lose this region. It should 
also be noted that the main reliable force of the Baku Soviet 
which had been declared by Shaumyan authority on November 
2, 1917, was not consisted of local citizens, but Armenian-
dashnak armed gangs assembled in Baku.  

It was a very thought-out strategy and an artful line. 
Azerbaijanis were thrown into the background of political 
processes at that time. The population of Azerbaijan was kept 
out of the struggle for power of Russians, Armenians and 
others. Theere names were not articulated either. For example, 
the appeal which was adopted in Balakhany workers’ gathering 
in 1918 had begun with these phrases “To the Muslim, Lezghi, 
and Georgian and Armenian workers”. 

This policy was overtly supported by Russia. On 
February 14, 1918, Lenin’s telegram sent to Shaumyan was 
important in this respect. Lenin wrote that "We are very 
pleased to your decisive policy. You should try to join that 
policy with a diplomacy and very cautiously as required by the 
very difficult situation currently" (24). 

The result of that policy was clear. That telegram was 
sign of consent for the Baku massacre in March, joint action 
plan of Baku Soviet and Armenian-dashnak military 
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formations and the events such as transfer of the Baku oil to 
Russia. In fact, historians are right to presumably call it 
“Armenian Commune” in lieu of Baku Soviet or Baku 
Commune.  It was because this organization had led the 
massacre which was committed by Armenians against the 
Azerbaijani people. All sources also indicated those events had 
started like this. "Evelina" conflict was committed for this 
purpose. The appearance of the fellow soldiers of Muhammad, 
Haci Zeynalabdin Tagiyev’s son, who arrived in Baku for the 
funeral of Muhammed, was the pretext to begin the next 
carnage of Azerbaijanis. 

On March 29, 1918 “Evelina” ship’s – personal staff 
consisted of Muslims, being disarmed by the Bolshevik forces 
was the pretext to begin the national massacre. Thus a small 
group consisting of 48 persons of Muslim division who were 
brining the corpse of H. Z. Tagiyev’s son Mahammad Tagiyev, 
who died as a result of careless behaviour with the gun on 17 
March 1918 agitated Bolsheviks suddenly. The incident took 
place as follows: The Muslim group who buried the deceased 
had to come back to Lankaran by “Evelina” ship. Meanwhile, 
the Armenians spread false news that as if those officers, 
together with the Muslim military officers in Lenkoran had 
received an instruction from Mughan to destroy Melokan 
(Russian) villages. In fact, it was a pretext to disarm the 
officers. A little while remained for the steamer’s leaving the 
bridge after which the armed Bolsheviks demanded from 
Muslim group to disarm.Urgently, on March 30, the 
Revolutionary Defence Committee of the Baku city regions of 
oil fields and plants was established. The committee included   
S. Shaumyan, A. Japaridze, G. Korganov, I. Suxartsev, S. 
Saakyan and M. Yolciyan. Muslim group’s rejection was 
replied by the shooting by guns and machine-guns.  At the 
initiative of the Revolutionary Committee, the departure of 
"Evelina" suspended and the ship's officers were disarmed.   
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The weapons in the ship were confiscated by armed 
Bolsheviks. Muslim population gathered in mosques and 
demanded the return of the weapons. Upon witnessing very 
serious nature of the situation, the representatives of the 
national organizations of Azerbaijan came to headquarter of the 
Revolutionary Committee, and attempted to mediate the 
dispute by proposing that the arms taken are transferred to the 
custody of the “Hummat” Muslim bolshevik committee. But 
that attempt failed due to the fault of the bolshevik-dashnak 
coalition.  Thus, on the basis of pre-transaction, the bolshevik-
Armenian coalition, as S. Shaumyan said, had made all kinds 
of preparations for decisive battles, and immediately launched 
an attack along the entire front. On March 29, 1918, Armenians 
attacked again on Muslim population at every corner of 
Azerbaijan. 

Stepan Shaumyan wrote with confession: "We used from 
the initially captures pretext, the attempt of assault on our six 
units, and launched an attack along the entire front. We had 6 
thousand well-armed soldiers. Moreover, 4 thousand armed 
national divisions of the Danaksutyun were at our disposal as 
well". (25). 

The first fires were opened at 5 p.m., on March 30, 1918.  
The city was stuffed with Armenian armed gangs. They began 
digging trenches and building walls out of soil and rocks in the 
southern part. The talks convened of the leaders of Armenian 
National Council and "Dashnaksyutun" with Muslim 
communities was provocative in nature. Except bolsheviks and 
dashnaks led by Armenians, nobody knew in advance about 
such a bloody nature of the events, that such would be used to 
destroy the Muslim population. 

An emergency meeting of the heads of the Soviet 
military forces was held in the evening of March 30. The 
decision was to launch fighting, and military units were 
brought into action. 
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A. Mikoyan and N. Anancenko guided their activity. 
Firing over Muslim quarters from the Caspian flotilla vessels 
created fearsome situation in the city.  Special propagandists 
tricked and convinced them that supposedly Muslims were 
killing the Russian population in the city. A few hours of 
bombing the sailors ceased the fire after they found out it was a 
provocation and Muslim population had been given for 
massacre with a pretext of struggle against "Musavat". Many 
Molokanian-Russian military forces were deceived in a similar 
manner and brought from Mugan to Baku.   

But they rejected fighting upon seeing a different 
situation in the city, and therefore were disarmed by Baku 
Soviet and Armenian troops. The weapons confiscated from 
Molokans were distributed among Armenian volunteers that 
were standing in a queue. 

The talks of the Muslim representatives with P. 
Caparidze  did not only fail to give positive results but also it 
resulted in assassination of three Muslim representatives with 
gunfire on the way back. On the same day, the heads of all the 
military groups and armed Armenians located nearby the city 
arrived to the headquarter of the Revolutionary Defence 
Committee. They were instructed briefly and sent to Muslim 
quarters. On March 31 early in the morning attacks began 
against the Muslim residential areas on the eve of the report 
made by the Muslim representatives about the acceptance of 
the request of the Executive Committee to prevent bloody 
clashes. Armenian armed forces began to exterminate 
Azerbaijanis in the city's so-called Shamakhinka area. 
Truculent Armenian gangs impinged the most brutal methods 
against peaceful Azerbaijani civilians. The survived 
Azerbaijani population began to leave the city en masse. 

As you can see, the Armenian armed formations did not 
stop the genocide of Baku population even after reaching a 
cease-fire. Seyid Jafar Pishavari, a witness of the events wrote 



 
40

that “I have witnessed the atrocities committed by the 
Dashnaks in March of 1918, especially assassination of 
Iranians and cremation of the corpses in caravanserais with my 

own eyes.  It was a very tragic and 
aversion action.  

Islam Zeynalov, a historian, an 
employee of the University of 
Languages wrote in connection with 
the tragedy: "A foreign tourist Kulna 
wrote what he saw in Baku: the 
Armenians who attack only the 
Azerbaijani residential areas killed 
people, slaughtered with swords,  
riddled with bayonets, burned 

houses, threw children to burning houses and burned them 
alive.  

They threaded infants of 3-4 days old on bayonets. In a 
word, there was no mercy for Azerbaijani children, women, old 
men and young. They invaded in Muslim houses, exterminated 
the residents, chopped them with swords and daggers into 
pieces and riddled them with bayonets, threw children to 
flames, played 3-4 days infants on the tips of bayonets, didn’t 
show any mercy to breastfeeding infants of the killed parents, 
and exterminated them all". (26.1). 

I. Zeynalov further writes about the serious consequences 
of the Baku massacres: "They fastened the hair of women 
together and forced them to run naked along the street and did 
not show mercy to the elderly. Armenian armed forces did not 
only kill them but also cut their ears, noses and tear abdomens 
and committed other atrocities.  It is simply impossible just to 
listen quietly to a number of survived witnesses of those 
events". (26.2). 

We should also mention that, in order to dress a 
revolutionary gown on the tragic events which continued for 



 
41

more than three days, M. Azizbayov had been appointed a 
commissar to the Muslim section of Baku, which was left 
empty anyway. Though he prohibited Muslim population to 
leave out of the city and resettle, it didn’t have such a big 
importance. Reporting about the treaty at the Baku Soviet 
meeting, signed after the serious defeat of massacre of local 
civilians and the self-defence forces agreement, I. Sukhartsev, a 
member of the Revolutionary Defence Committee, announced 
joyfully and hypocritically that the "Musavat" party had been 
destroyed entirely and Baku front of Turkey had been seized. 
We should also mention that, a member of the Emergency 
Investigation Commission wrote to A. Y. Kluge, chairman of 
the commission saying that a lot of well-armed and trained 
Armenian soldiers had attacked with a number of machine-
guns.  

Looking at the events of that time it clears that the 
bolshevik-Armenian forces which impinged to all types of 
atrocity in order to achieve what they wanted by horrifying the 
civilians have killed Muslim women with more severe forms. 
Just in one place of the city the corpses of 57 Muslim women 
with cut ears and noses, torn bellies had been found. Many 
young women were tacked onto the wall alive.  Machine-guns 
had been installed beforehand at relevant places of the city in 
order to shoot down the people trying to escape. All sources 
indicate that on March 30, 1918, the Armenians had fired the 
first shot. It was presumed as the first signal to expand the 
massacres. The relentless massacres of Muslim quarters lasted 
for several days. The main massacre took place in Karpijkhana 
and Mammadli streets. The population had been subjected to 
brutal and ruthless genocide till the last person. 

These massacres took a long time in Baku. In Baku, 
editorial office of "Caspi" newspaper, editorial office of "Achiq 
soz" newspaper, Ismailia building, Taza Pir Mosque and other 
monuments had been subjected to devastations. Of course, the 
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main bodies of the massacre committed in the city were the 
Armenian National Council, the Dashnaktsutyun party and 
Bolsheviks. 

After the massacre of March, in the letter sent to the 
Council of People's Commissars of Russia, Shaumyan wrote 
that the Soviet power was always hanging in the air as a result 
of the resistance of the Muslim nationalist parties. 

Their victory would have meant a loss of the 
Transcaucasia for Russia. Therefore, we used the attempt of 
assault on our cavalry, and launched an attack along the entire 
front. Vagif Abishov, an employee of the Institute of History of 
ANAS wrote about those events: "With direct instruction of S. 
Shaumyan, S. Sahakyan, S. Lalayan and A. Amiryan who took 
over the leadership of the Baku Soviet, the armed forces of 
Armenian commanders Dron (Drastamat Kananyan), 
Hamazasp and Muradyan had committed massacres in March-
April of 1918 in Baku, then Shamakhi, Guba, Agsu, Kurdamir, 
Salyan and Lankaran, assassinated more that 100 thousand of 
our cognates, and forced thousands of Muslim populations to 
take refuge”. (27). 

Overall, the main organizers of the massacre committed 
against Azerbaijani people in 1917-1918 were the Baku Soviet 
led by S. Shaumyan, as well as Armenian-Russian bolshevik 
organizations and "Sentrokaspi" dictatorship and military units 
under their subordinations. Thus, the actual materials which 
were obtained through examining the political events taken 
place in 1917-1918, proved that the policy of genocide had 
been committed deliberately by Armenians against 
Azerbaijanis. (28). 

These findings once again verify that the government 
created by that Shaumyan had been formed on the basis of the 
Armenian terrorist organizations.       Death toll was reported to 
be more than 20 thousand in the report of the Emergency 
Investigation Commission that had been established during the 
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Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. 
We should also mention that they were the result of 

initial calculations. Later, the facts proved that the death toll 
was even higher. Atrocities of Bolshevik-Dashnak gangs do 
not finish only with this. They continued genocide in Guba, 
Shamakhi, Kurdamir, Salyan and Lankaran provinces. 
Armenian-Bolshevik gangs devastated Shamakhi population 
ruthlessly on April 3-16. The population of Shamakhi 
comprised of 15 thousands in 1918, however total of 1700 
people were left in 1921. 

There are a lot of archive materials proving the massacres 
executed by Armenian armed forces in Shamakhi and 
neighbouring villages in March and April 1918. The following 
information can be indicated among these materials: 22 
November 1918, the information provided by A. 
Khasmammadov, the head of the Emergency Investigation 
Commission to the Minister of Justice of ADR about the 
devastation of Shamakhi town and its neighbouring villages 
and assassination of population; the report filed to the head of 
the commission by that commission members accordingly; a 
verdict dated 12 July, 1919 on initiation of urgent proceedings 
against the perpetrators participated in these criminal actions. 
The findings depicting that genocide consist of 7 volumes, and 
925 pages (29). 

We should also mention that, at that time, the events in a 
number of provinces of Azerbaijan took place in the same 
course.  M. A. Rasulzadeh wrote about the actions of 
Armenians at that time in his book "Azerbaijan Republic":  
"the provinces, cities and districts such as Shamakhi, Lankaran, 
Salyan, Guba, Navahi and Kudamir suffered with the same 
aggression as the one that took place in Shamakhi. As a result 
of this violence, the image of the fired hearths, sacrificed lands 
and integrities, slaughtered women and elders, looted goods 
and properties displays an unsubtle tragedy”  (30).   
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The number of findings is increasing which have been 
discovered thanks to the great efforts of researchers. We should 
also mention that, new facts of genocide committed by 
Shaumyan against the Azerbaijani people have been revealed. 
Yagub Mahmudov, Director of the Institute of History of the 
National Academy of Sciences, MP has said about it: 

"The facts about criminal acts committed by Armenians 
have been collected in the documents developed with four 
volumes by the Institute of History.  According to him, the 
documents were collected not only from Azerbaijan, but also 
from a number of countries. The historian-scholar also added 
that the documents incorporates not only the events of the 
genocide committed by the bandit group led by Stepan 
Shaumyan in Baku Governorate, but also the atrocities 
committed by Armenians in other areas Azerbaijan. A joint 
scientific investigative-research group was established in May, 
2010 by the ANAS Institute of History and General 
Prosecutor's Office to collect and file the genocide documents 
for investigation". (31). 

Researcher Tadeusz Swietochowski’s book “Russian 
Azerbaijan of 1905-1920” is one of the valuable sources about 
the 1918 genocides.  

The author has showed the true essence of the Armenian 
Dashnak-Bolshevik policy against Azerbaijanis very 
objectively and accurately. Touching upon the Russian-
Armenian Dashnak-Bolshevik alliance Swietochowski 
wrote:"Shaumyan was operating conjointly with “outstanding” 
leaders of dashnaks in determination of the policy of 
Transcaucasia.  Dashnak-Bolshevik mutual understanding in 
Baku was of business nature versus to other places of 
Transcaucasia”.  

Namely, as a result of such an understanding of business 
Armenian Dashnak-Bolshevik formations had united and 
implemented  policy of genocide against Azerbaijanis in Baku, 
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Shamakhi, Guba and other cities and villages of Azerbaijan 
(32). 

Swietochowski wrote on the massacre committed in 
Baku: "The real tragic continuation of the events took place 
with robberies, fires and murders which were committed by 
Dashnak-Bolshevik alliance in the Muslim parts of the city". 
(33). We should note that there are other sources with 
comprehensive information related to the genocide.  Significant 
information related to the problem has been provided in the 
books “Struggle for Transcaucasia” (in Russian language) 
authored by Firuz Kazimzadeh, and “Turks and Armenians” (in 
Russian language) by Justin McCarthy and Caroline McCarthy.  
The work “Dashnaksutyun” developed and prefaced by V. 
Golebov and the work of V. Gurko-Kryajin are important in 
this respect. The periodical press which was published at that 
time has been of great importance to give a full clarification to 
the tragedies committed by Armenians against Azerbaijanis in 
1917-1918 and to clarify the real essence of the set problem. 
The media has an objective approach to the events taken place. 

Numerous articles can be found researching these 
atrocities which had been committed by Armenians in that 
period. Professor Seyfeddin Ganiev in his book "Shamakhi 
Genocide" has collected interesting data from very famous 
people: "People's Artist Aghasadig Garaybeyli (1897-1991): "I 
was born on March 15, 1897 in Shamakhi. In 1918, it was 5-6 
years already that we had been living in Baku. I had the idea to 
go to Shamakhi and to celebrate my birthday and Novruz with 
my relatives. But the turmoil began in early March in Baku. 
There were frequent conspiracies against Muslims in the city. 
So, therefore I went to Shamakhi on March 10, and met with 
my intellectual friends. They informed me everything. It 
became clear that many weapons had been placed in Shamakhi 
by the order of S. Shaumyan. Armenians were fully ready to 
commit tragedy. Intellectuals and religious representatives 
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conveyed the news to Baku.  There was a huge revival in 
Lalayev’s quarter in Shamakhi.  Some wealthy families had 
already set out from Shamakhi and placed their wives and 
children in the villages". (34.1). 

People's Artist Aghasadig Garaybeyli carries on with his 
opinion as follows: "I forgot my birthday. Most of us met with 
the chief of the city, Akhund Abdulkhalig Afandi, Haji Vahab 
Alakbarov. None of them could say anything concretely to us. I 
notified my relatives of the problem. No one of us had a 
weapon. An intensive shooting took place in Shamakhi on the 
16th of the month.  Armenian priest stated that it would not be 
same as that from then on. They put pillows under the heads of 
Muslims by saying so. On the same day I returned to Baku 
with a few relatives of mine through Kurdamir road". (34. 2). 

People's Artist further added: "The news on committed 
crimes in Shamakhi was reached to Baku on the 19th of the 
month. In early October of 1918, I arrived to Shamakhi with 
my brother. It was noon. We were horrified upon entering the 
city. Shamakhi was completely became an ash and turned into 
slums. It reminded the hell. Our quarter “Gala” had been razed 
to the ground, a beautiful mosque, a unique architectural 
monument burned, destroyed and covered with piles of stones.  
All of the known houses had been razed to the ground, while 
no trace had been left from the buildings. The people was 
starching about in the slums on the streets. They were building 
shacks out of burnt stones for sheltering their heads". (34.3). 

Muharram Zulfugarli wrote in the book "Shamakhi 
Genocide": " B. Baykov who previously lived in Baku, and 
then migrated to Germany, a member of the Kadet party wrote 
about the underlying causes of genocide in March 1918 in his 
memories as follows: "Baku was providing the Tsarist Russia 
with oil fully.  Most of the oil was transported to Russian cities 
via the Volga River. Merchant ships started operating in the 
Volga River after the ice began melting in mid-March. 
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Bolsheviks’ urgent task was to occupy Baku as soon as 
possible". (35). 

British Brigadier General R. Gorton’s document sent to 
London on December 8, 1918 stated that 20 thousand Muslims 
according to R. Mustafa’s book, 30 thousand Muslims 
according to A. Balayev’s book, 30 thousand Muslims 
according to the documents of the Emergency Investigation 
Commission, and more than 5 thousand Muslims according to 
the book published by the National Assembly of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan, were subjected to genocide in 1918.  
But the facts prove that the continuation of future researches 
will enable to reveal the facts about more and more people’s 
exposure to genocide. Irrefutable facts and sources prove that 
at all times the crimes committed against Azerbaijanis by 
Armenians in 1918 are similar to the crime of the Holocaust 
committed against Jews during the years of 1933-1945.  

Anatoly Podolski, Director of the Centre for Historical 
Researches of the Holocaust in Ukraine has talked about the 
genocide that Azerbaijanis exposed in 1918 suggesting that 
those events had taken place in establishing the Soviet power 
with hands of Armenians. Today, the reality about it should be 
written.  

We should also mention that, Seyfeddin Ganiev, the 
historian, has presented other interesting facts in his book: 
"Shamakhi Genocide": "From the archive of Mohub Afandi: 
Even though Armenians attempted to commit massacres in 
1905 in Shamakhi, their offensive intentions have failed. More 
precisely, the Armenian nationalists who shed blood in the 
western regions of Azerbaijan were unable to shake their hands 
in Shamakhi. The news about the tension originated in 
Shamakhi was carried to Ganja. Therefore, in order to punish 
the Armenian butchers a volunteer cavalry troop, mostly 
consisted of Shahsevens, had left Shamakhi for Ganja. On 
hearing that news, the Armenians left Shamakhi". (36.1). 



 
48

From the same source again: "Armenian priests paid a 
visit to Haji Majid Afandi for solicitation, who was of great 
reputation at that time. The master of a great religious 
knowledge, who did not find the bloodshed acceptable, departs 
for Kurdamir to meet the Ganja troops. Haji Majid Afandi 
convinces the troops that Armenians would not be able to 
commit a tragedy in Shamakhi. On hearing the appeal of Haji, 
the army returned to Ganja. Thus, the Armenians were able to 
be rescued. 

They continue to live in Shamakhi as before. After that 
event Armenian nationalists, in order to put veil on their 
intentions, consider Haji Majid Afandi as their community 
leader and go to see him for advice in all events. They closely 
participate in the funeral of Haji Majid Afandi, and even 
provide a material contribution significantly for erecting a 
shrine on his grave". (36.2).  

These facts written by Seyfeddin Ganiev prove that the 
Armenians wanted to commit massacre in 1905. Seemingly, in 
1905, there was not favourable condition to carry out the 
Armenian diversions as in 1918. Of course, it is the Armenian 
artfulness to use all of the originated  circumstances to carry 
out their dirty plans. Investigating the events of the genocide 
that occurred in Shamakhi province, a historian and Professor 
Anar Iskenderov wrote: "On July 12, 1919 the report of A. 
Novatski, a member of the commission for the investigation 
case on the destruction of Shamakhi town and violence acts 
over the Azerbaijani population of that town was heard at the 
meeting of the Emergency Investigation Commission under the 
Government of Azerbaijan.  

The report stated that according to the testimonies of 
witnesses and victims, investigation of the committed crimes, 
review to the burned and destroyed places and etc., the total 
number of the perpetrators was 31 who committed crimes in 
Shamakhi town which included Stepan Lalayev, originally 
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from Shamakhi, but living in Baku, and residents of Shamakhi, 
they are: Gavril Karaoglanov, Arshak Gulbandiyan, Mikhail 
Arzumanov, Karapet Karamanov, Armenak Martirosyantsin, 
Alexander Khachaturov, Mikhail Khachaturov and others”. 
(37). 
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this information more carefully. 
We would like to focus on some aspects relating to the 

discovery of the Guba mass graveyard. In 2007, a massive 
graveyard was revealed during excavation works carried out 
for repairing the city stadium. The works were postponed 
immediately and specialists were involved in the region. The 
belonging of human bones revealed in the mass graveyard in 
Guba to the victims of genocide committed by Armenians in 
1918 has been approved. 

According to Aladdin Mirzoyev, director of the Guba 
city stadium there has never been a graveyard in this area. The 
most terrible moment is that human skulls and body bones 
found in the revealed area were separately buried. It proves that 
they were beheaded with a special merciless. This showed that 
they had been beheaded with a particular cruelty. The works 
were ceased in the stadium after this finding. “The final report 
of the expedition conducting the research in Guba has already 
been submitted to the institute. Anthropological investigation 
of bones proved their belonging to the Muslims”. This was 
reported by Maisa Rahimova, Director of the Institute of 
Archaeology and Ethnography of the National Academy of 
Sciences of Azerbaijan. According to Rahimova the graveyard 
has been a part of the revealed cemeteries of the genocides 
committed by Armenians in Guba in 1918. “The place where 
the thrown human bones came up on the surface of soil during 
the reconstruction works of sport complex carried out on the 
right bank of Gudyalchay river in the territory of Guba may not 
be called a cemetery. It was because human bones were found 
in the position of piles on each other. The bones were detected 
in two wells on the bank of the river. The diameter of the 
biggest well is 5 meters and the smallest one is 2.5 meters.  The 
distance between the wells is 2 meters.  Hundreds of human 
skeletons were thrown into the bigger well. Failure to find the 
skeletons in the entire form shows as if the people were thrown 
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here by cutting off”. It was reported by Askar Aliyev, 
candidate of historical sciences, a member of the scientific 
expedition that conducted a research in Guba.   

According to A. Aliyev it was possible to take only 35 
skeletons in the entire form out of numerous human skulls, 
child bones. No evidence belonging to human being such as 
hairs, clothes or items have been found from the well. 
According to Aliyev, "most likely, as the first well was full of 
human bones, the second well was excavated", adding that the 
findings were submitted to local organizations.  The correct 
date of death fact was specified during the investigation of 
bones.  According to the archaeologist, cementing process 
takes place in ancient bones, but the bones found in Guba have 
preserved their humidity. It makes clear that date of death had 
occurred about 80-90 years ago. As a result of the preliminary 
investigation of the surroundings of the well it is assumed that 
the massacres had not been committed here:  “In order to cover 
up the massacres the Armenians most probably threw the bones 
to the bank of the river with an assumption that the river water 
would flush and carry away the bones”. A.Aliyev notified the 
suspension of activity of the scientific expedition and the 
necessity of establishment of a state commission relating to this 
issue. 

While the history passes it preserves all realities. 
Sometimes, unexpected facts emerge as a result of numerous 
chances. All these factors indicate that new graveyards will 
more likely emerge not only in Guba but also in other cities 
and rural areas. There is a necessity to present and advocate 
these facts in a common language to be understandable 
throughout the world and in a more professional level. 
Occurrence of any mistake in advocacy issues would reduce 
the effect of common work.  
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ambassadors of various countries and representatives of 
international organizations and witnessing the reality with their 
own eyes has raised a serious discomfort among Armenians. 
Namely therefore, Armenians resort to all kinds of intrigues.  

Of course, we continue our legitimate cause. I want to 
touch upon other aspect. Some propose that the human bones 
should be collected and buried. I think it is an unacceptable 
case. Having conducted a thorough investigation we came to 
the conclusion that, first of all, in order to protect the bones 
from decay they should be processed with chemicals and stored 
under glass in a very mild weather conditions. Referring to the 
establishment of a museum-memorial complex Gahraman 
Agayev has said: 

- The design for construction of the forthcoming complex 
is ready: I am familiar with this design. President of Azerbaijan 
Ilham Aliyev has provided his support for all matters relating 
to the Guba mass graveyard. We believe that the Guba mass 
graveyard and memorial complex will be the most grandiose 
building to be constructed in the architectural style of 
Azerbaijan. All visitors to Guba must see the genocide 
committed by Armenians in Guba with their own eyes.  

The mass graveyard found in the Guba graveyard is 
undeniable evidence of the genocide events committed against 
Azerbaijanis by Armenians from time to time which is an 
evidence of those events. Furthermore, 7 thousand human 
bones which would be the exhibits of the memorial complex 
have been washed and cleaned by the Pathological Anatomy 
Union of the Ministry of Health. Land plot has also been 
allocated for construction of the memorial complex and the 
construction works have started. 2037 square meters of 
foundation have been excavated, and now columns are being 
built with r-bars. Works have been carried out to prevent 
landslides in the cemetery. Initially, certain works have been 
done to prevent ground waters, and drainage pipes have been 
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installed. 1200 meters of dam construction was completed in 
Guyalchay. The construction of the Guba mass graveyard will 
begin after the weather warms up. It is important to protect the 
human bones in that area better. G. Agayev, mentioning the 
attitude of foreign visitors about the Armenian atrocity who 
paid tribute to that graveyard has stated that the visitors have 
been horrified after observing the exhibits in that area. Arrival 
of foreign representatives to this graveyard and seeing 
everything with their own eyes will help to destroy the 
Armenian myth wandering all over the world. The list of the 
people subjected to genocide in 1918 is being prepared. It will 
be available in the near future. 

Dear readers, I would like to mention that in June 2010 
we held interviews with other elderly and adept population of 
the region. And now we present the thoughts of those 
interviews.  
From the statements of Mirza Ahmad Agasiyev, the oldest 

resident of Pustagasim village 
of Guba region:  

- I have worked as a 
teacher from 1942 to 2007. I 
worked as a middle school 
principal for 60 years. The 
Armenian issue has always 
been of my interest. I did not 
understand the genocide 

committed by Armenians in Guba very well as I was a child. 
But my father and grandfather always talked about those 
massacres. So, it was like this. The population living in rural 
areas was often hearing about the massacres in Guba and 
surrounding areas. Residents learned that Armenians had 
committed under the name of the Bolsheviks. The men of those 
villages took the women and children to forests and mountains 
in order to save their lives. When I talked to those people they 
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were speaking about very terrible facts. But in Soviet times, we 
were refraining from speaking openly about it. These facts 
would not open if Azerbaijan were not an independent country. 
Therefore, we owe to Azerbaijan's independence. (We should 
also note that person has already passed away – author A. B.)  

From the statements of 
Sadraddin Abdullayev, a 
resident of Pustagasim village 
of Guba region:  

- I worked as a teacher 
in Pustagasim middle school 
until 2008. And I have also 
informed to my students 
about the massacres in Guba, 
we were confiding our 

sorrows. My grandfather Shahvalad, as one of the well-known 
men of his time was repeatedly elected a deputy to local bodies 
before the revolution. Talking about the Armenian issue he was 
always emphasizing that the defenders of Armenians had been 
Russians. Therefore, the clashes between Armenians and 
Muslims will continue for many years. My father and 
grandfather worked hard to protect the villages of Guba and 
take old people and women to safer places. I would suggest 
that the Guba events should be studied profoundly. More facts 
would come to light that time.  (We should also note that 
person has already passed away – author A. B.)  

Haji Akbar Aliyev a resident of Guba elucidates 
interesting facts about the events in Guba: 
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- I lived near the Guba 
mass graveyard for the last 
50-60 years. There was an 
old woman; she always said 
to us: "There are Worried 
spirits walk about here, these 
spirits do not let me live." 
That woman has already 
passed away. However she 

had pointed out the recently discovered graveyard to us and 
possibly, she would have been afraid to open and tell the truth 
to us in the soviet era. My father told that police officer 
Leontiev lived in the area; he had closely helped Armenians in 
filling the wells with killed Azerbaijanis. I often pay tribute to 
this graveyard and pray in order to make worried spirits happy 
walking around there. All the facts show that it is never 
possible to hide the truth. Just see, so many years passed and 
the truth came into light.  

Ibrahim Nazar 
Novruzov, a resident of 
Guba, though was well-
informed he was unable to 
speak due to his physical 
health condition. He could 
hardly explain his thoughts 
as follows: "I have never 
forgotten those horrors.  My 

father and relatives have always talked about the massacres 
committed by Armenians. But everybody was talking about it 
with fear. We had lost our relatives at that time. But it is hard 
for me to talk about them". (June 2010). Yevda Abramov, 
Member of Parliament from Guba shared his thoughts as 
follows:  

- A completely different museum will be built in the 
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Guba mass graveyard. Based on the Order signed by President 
Ilham Aliyev "Genocide Memorial Complex" should be 
established in the mass graveyard discovered in Guba city. 
Yevda Abramov, Member of Parliament has stated that works 
have been done in the Guba mass graveyard. The design of the 
memorial complex of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation has won. 
The work is carried out accordingly. Currently, dyke 
reinforcing works are being carried out in Gudyalchay. At the 
same time, measures are being taken against the ground waters 
to prevent potential problems in the construction of the 
museum.  

As for the timeframe of the construction of the museum, 
Abramov has mentioned that, "Construction of the museum 
will start. The Heydar Aliyev Foundation has done a lot of 
work to reveal Armenian realities and communicate this 
information to the world community. The museum that will be 
built according to the design developed by the Foundation will 
be completely different. This will be the largest museum of 
genocide. That complex will be important to open the true face 
of Armenians and communicate the historical reality to the 

world. 
We talked to Parpar 

Abdullayeva, one of the 
oldest residents of 
Pustagasim village of 
Guba region in 2010. P. 
Abdullayeva stated then: 
"I have heard a lot from 
my mother Shirinkhanum 
and other old people about 

it. There had been very terrible massacres in my residential 
area. Those who were able to walk, had run away and drawn 
into mountains and forests to save their lives. There had been 
several fighting people as well. But Armenians had committed 
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horrible massacres. At that time, there had been many people 
who were killed by Armenians. There are very few things that I 
remember. The people before me had always remembered that 
horror. One thing I remember was that the Armenians were 
filling live Muslims into wells and were fastening hot samovars 
on shoulder-blades of some people.  In short there had been a 
lot of tortures". (We should also note that person has already 
passed away – author A. B.). 

Elkhan Mammadov, history teacher of the Guba City 
Technical Lyceum shared this information: "We do not have 
any family in Guba that had not lived the bitterness of the 
genocide committed against our people in the early of the last 
century. More than three thousand of our compatriots were 
murdered in Guba city in March and April of 1918. In total, 
more than 16 thousand people were exposed to genocide in 
Guba region. But instead of all of them, the Armenian lobby is 
trying to present itself as oppressed people, and fabricate lies 
about a non-existed, fictitious Armenian genocide and deceive 
in selling them to the world. Thankfully, the history is about to 
restore the justice. Armenian myth disappears and instead of it 
the information about the genocide committed against 
Azerbaijanis by Armenians is communicated to the world 
community”- the history teacher said.  
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in blood held the eyes in the palm and threw them towards the 
people. Roaring broke in the crowd. Cursing dashnaks in 
Armenian language began to beat the people in the front row. 
Then they punched the belly of one elderly man by bayonet 
after he emerged from the row.  It was such a calamity that 
cannot be seen visually".  

Islam Zeynalov then shared with us what another witness 
had said: "Armenians brought the believers to the centre of 
Guba. Those people were considered to be the most prestigious 
elders of the province. Amazasp called Harun, the known 
"Armenian of Guba".  Harun said to the people that Sunnis and 
Shiites set aside and stand face to face. They stood as 
requested. The interval between them was about 20-30 meters. 
Then they brought two guns and said that you would be killed 
anyway. If some of you want to stay alive, you should follow 
what we say. Sunnis and Shiites should open fires against each 
other in turn. We will have nothing to do with survivors. They 
took the first two men from the row and gave them the guns.  

Mohammed, another one was Mashadi Mirsadig, a Shiite 
elder. None of them wanted to get Armenian weapon into their 
hands. They split their heads with butts and forced them to pick 
up the guns. Both picked up the guns and pointed at each other. 
Everybody puzzled. Relatively young Muhammad 
unexpectedly turned back and shot down one dashnak. Taking 
advantage of the turmoil Mashadi Mirsadig killed another 
Armenian. 

Hundreds of people trying to escape were killed with 
machine-guns. Most of the dead were women and children. 
First, they chopped off Muhammad’s arms and then legs. They 
chopped off his head and threaded onto the bayonet and rose 
up so that everybody could see it. They pulled out Mashadi 
Mirsadyg’s eyes, broke his arms and neck". (37).  

I would also like to remind you that this information was 
provided to us by Islam Zeynalov, a historian. A part of that 
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information was posted on the website: Fact-info.az.  
Dear valuable readers, we had an interview with a 

number of elderly and knowledgeable people in Guba and 
surrounding villages in June of 2010. Health state of some 
people did not let them talk about it. Only the ideas of a portion 
of those people were included in this book. Finally, we will 
give more information about the opening ceremony of the 
Guba Genocide Memorial Complex built on the discovered 
graveyard in Guba on the next page.  
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the Cabinet of Ministers "Action plans on perpetuation of the 
memories of the victims of the mass carnage in Guba" was 
approved, and it was decided to erect a memorial complex in 
the area of the discovered mass burial site and to carry out 
renovation works. 

We should also mention that President Ilham Aliyev and 
his spouse Mehriban Aliyeva familiarized with the conditions 
created at the centre of the complex information. Heydar 
Aliyev Foundation Anar Alakbarov informed that the complex 
exhibits all the sections and facilities, as well as through the 
built-in custom audio guide in English, Russian and 
Azerbaijani languages is possible to get detailed information.  

During familiarization with the exhibition hall of the 
memorial, it was brought into attention that the total area of the 
detected field has been 514 square meters. Research work has 
been carried out on a plot of 494 square meters and an area of 
20 square meters has been reserved for international research. 
The research has discovered the remains of more than 400 
people belonging to different age groups in the graveyard. Of 
these, 50 belong to children, more than 100 to women and 
others mainly to elderly men. It has been established that along 
with Azerbaijanis the mass graveyard contains the remains of 
brutally murdered Lezghins, Jews, Tats and members of other 
ethnic groups living compactly in Guba. 

It was stated that in order to protect the site of the mass 
graveyard from flood water, a protective concrete dam 400 
meters in length has been built on the Gudyalchay riverbed. 
Tens of thousands of innocent Azerbaijanis were killed in 
Baku, Guba, Shamakhi, Goychay, Salyan, Karabakh, 
Zangezur, Nakhchivan, Lankaran, Ganja and other regions as a 
result of a policy of genocide carried out by the Bolshevik-
Armenian armed groups on the territory of Azerbaijan at the 
beginning of the last century.  

We should also note that by the Order of President Ilham 
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Aliyev, dated 30 December 2009, the establishment of a 
Genocide Memorial Complex was started in Guba. An area of 
3.5 hectares has been extensively landscaped. A symbolic 
burial site has been set up at the Guba Genocide Memorial 
Complex. The office building has a floor area of 320 square 
meters in the show-room. There is a library with a rich 
collection of books, an archive and other offices here.   

We should also note that the complex is distinguished 
with its original appearance. The monument consists of three 
parts – two structures resembling the pointed knives and the 
main hall with a memorial stone in the middle. The tips of the 
monument symbolize a huge pain tearing the heart apart. And 
the fact that they come from under the ground suggests that 
truth can’t be concealed. The monument has been made 
entirely of gross concrete. As a sign of respect for the memory 
of the genocide victims, architects have tried to epitomize 
mournful silence. The design hasn’t used any ornament in 
order to epitomize mournful silence for the memory of the 
genocide victims.   

Guba Genocide Moemorial Complex also displays 
images of various areas of Guba in the early 20th century, 
including some describing construction and creative work 
carried out here at the time and the way of life of the 
population. A special section here displays the date of 
establishment of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic and 
related interesting photos. One can obtain information in 
several languages about the genocide committed by Armenians 
in the last century in various regions of Azerbaijan from the 
special map in the touch-screen monitor mounted in the 
complex.  

There is also a section displaying the work done by 
nationwide leader Heydar Aliyev in order to expose and 
communicate to the international community the policy of 
genocide committed against Azerbaijanis and the instructions 
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he had signed for this reason. In addition, there is copious 
information about Guba, Javad, Shamakhi and Baku provinces 
and the atrocities perpetrated by Armenians in those provinces. 
These sections also display messages of the Emergency 
Investigation Commission about the local population, its 
defenders, and the extermination of Muslims in those provinces 
and the documents of the Azerbaijani delegation to the Paris 
Peace Conference. 

The complex also displays photos of the mass graveyard, 
the cold weapons and other items found in it. There is also a 
collection of statements by public, political, government and 
military figures of Azerbaijan, Iran, Britain and other countries 
about the genocide committed by the Armenians against the 
Azerbaijanis. The photos of soldiers of the Caucasus Islamic 
Army and Azerbaijani servicemen provoke interest as well. 
This step of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation aimed at 
perpetuating the memory of the victims of genocide committed 
by the Armenians is distinguished with the historic 
significance. 

Speech by President Ilham Aliyev in the ceremony  
- Today we hav gathered for the opening of the Guba 

Genocide Memorial Complex. In March and July of 1918, the 
Armenian gangs committed genocide against the civilian 
population almost in the entre territory of Azerbaijan. More 
than 50 thousand of our fellow citizens became victims of 
Armenian fascism over a period of five months. Genocide was 
committed against us in Baku, Guba province, Shamakhi, 
Gusar, Iravan, Nakhchivan, Zangezur, Karabakh, Lankaran and 
practically on all Azerbaijani lands. The establishment of this 
memorial is a historic event.  

I can say that such a memorial is being established in 
Azerbaijan for the first time. The complex has a very 
impressive design, and its architecture contains a great 
symbolic meaning. In other words, the exhibits demonstrated 
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here display our history.  
Those killed here were representatives of different 

religions and ethnicities. Their only fault in the eyes of the 
Armenians was that they were not of Armenian nationality. In 
1918, the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic established an 
Emergency Investigation commission. The commission began 
to operate, but after the collapse of the Azerbaijan Democratic 
Republic in 1920, it naturally ceased to operate, and the work 
of the commission was left uncompleted. Concurrently, our 
capacity to convey information about the tragedy and about 
this massacre to the world was very limited.  

Of course, due to the fact that history was falsified in 
Soviet times, this was concealed from us. For many years, the 
thugs who shed the blood of the Azerbaijani people – their 
cursed names are indicated there, e.g. Shaumyan and others 
like him, were portrayed to us as heroes. I think this is a great 
tragedy. Because, for many years, those who committed 
atrocities obdurately against our people were described in 
Soviet history as heroes and statues of them were erected in 
many places. Only in the years of independence we restored 
justice. We have cleared our beautiful city, our Baku from 
those statues, and today there are beautiful parks, including the 
Sahil Park in those places. That is to say, In other words, 
history and justice gained victory. Today we go back to our 
history. We know and should know all aspects of our history. 

The Armenian bandits who were at the disposal of Hitler 
during the Second World War are seen as heroes and 
monuments are erected for them in Armenia.This shows that 
the ideology of the modern Armenian state has also based on 
fascism. I believe that Armenian fascism should be studied by 
Azerbaijani scientists more broadly. I believe that it is 
necessary to put in place major researches based on historical 
facts. I am glad that in recent years, including on my initiative, 
our scientists have created comprehensive and meaningful 
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researches about the Iravan khanate, about our historical lands.  
We all know very well that the Armenians were 

transmigrated to Nagorno-Karabakh, an integral part of 
Azerbaijan, from Eastern Anatolia and Persia in the first half of 
the 19th century. 

They settled there and then initiated their provocations 
against the peaceful Azerbaijani population. So this historical 
parallel, the subsequent genocide in Baku, the Guba genocide, 
the crimes committed by Armenian fascism during the Second 
World War and further manifestations of Armenian fascism at 
the end of the 20th century should be widely studied by 
Azerbaijani historical studies and comprehensive researches 
prepared.  

It is a historic day today. I want to say again that the 
establishment of the Guba Geenocide Memorial Complex 
carries a historic meaning. Such a memorial complex is created 
in Azerbaijan for the first time, and this memory will always 
live in our hearts. 

May God bless the souls of all our martyrs! 
Isa Shirinov, a resident of the region has said:  
 - I would like to talk about one recollection which had 

been engraved in my memory for many years. When I was a 
child we had one neighbour named Adil.  One day he 
whispered to me that Armenians were our enemies.  All these 
disasters that befell to our people are the result of their 
insidious policy. I was surprised, because nothing like that had 
been taught to us. Just seeing my surprise, Adil spoke about a 
larger tragedy related to those events. He said the head of the 
bandit Armenian group arrived to Guba was Hamazasp. It was 
the last days of the genocide. He gathered influential people 
and religious leaders of Guba in the courtyard of the Juma 
mosque and said: 

- "I’m sent here not for settling order and establishing 
Soviet power. I have come here to take revenge for the 
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Armenians killed in Karabakh. I was commanded to slaughter all 
the Moslems from coasts of Caspian to Shahdag".   

Adil spoke to me about other tragic events. It was very 
strange, and asked me not to say anything about it to anyone. 
From that conversation, Mr. President, more than 60 years has 
passed. Now I am 76 years old. Thus, in 1918 the Armenians in 
Guba region and Guba territory murdered brutally thousands of 
innocent children, women, and old people, and then buried the 
dead, wounded, and even alive people in small valley. At that 
time, 2 thousand people were murdered in the centre of the 
province and 16 thousand people together with nearby villages. 
It is a big tragedy. Along with Azerbaijanis, the Jews, Lezgins, 
Tats and other nations sharing the same life with us fraternally, 
were exposed to the genocide as well. Armenians massacred 
the people at that time.   

Boris Simandutyev, Head of the Mountain Jews 
community has said:  

- This mass graveyard is an area of historical significance 
depicting horrors of the Armenian vandalism. Armenians have 
committed many bloody tragedies against Azerbaijanis 
throughout history.  By erecting such a grandiouse memorial 
complex in a short period of time you demonstrated the true 
face of Armenians to all over the world. Armenians have 
always tried to falsify history and hide their inner faces in such 
ways. I can even say that the massacres committed by 
Armenians against Azerbaijanis in the early 20th century were a 
method to reach the most favorable goal for Armenians. As the 
practical efforts of the intention to posses the lands directly 
failed to have historical and legal background they began to 
carry out those affairs only through physical intervention. In 
1918, the bloody massacres were committed by Armenians in 
different regions of Azerbaijan, and begun to implement a 
policy of genocide. This genocide was committed with a 
special brutality in Guba province. Armenian had murdered 
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thousands of people without knowing children, women, elder, 
with brutal methods which were impossible to say, and had 
turned hundreds of our settlements to ruins. As a result of those 
terrible massacres representatives of other nations, including 
we mountain Jews living in Guba had been subjected to the 
genocide. We have heard a lot from our elders about those 
events. 

Gorkmaz Muradov, a resident of Gusar district has said: 
- The acts of genocide by the disgraced Armenian 

dashnaks have been committed not only against Azerbaijani 
Turks but also against all peoples of the northern region, which 
are rich in ethnic terms - Lezghins, Budughis, Tats, Jew and 
Qirizes. In 1918, of course, the members of those nations had 
shown a great heroism at the battles against the dashnak and 
bolshevik formations in the northern region. Our history is not 
only the history tragedies but also the history of heroisms. On 
May 18, 1918, near Digah village of Guba region, in the area 
called "Shimi Valley", Armenians faced with resistance of the 
Lezgies who came to help Azerbaijanis. The battle continued 
for several days and the Armenians defeated with large 
casualty and drew back after they faced strong public 
resistance. 



 
72

 
 

 
 

GUBA GENOCIDE MEMORIAL COMPLEX 



 
73

CHAPTER III 
 
Investigation of the 1918 events: the reality, 
historical aspects...  Shamakhi, Gobustan 
 
 

 
        

Social Welfare and Researches Public Union has been 
engaged in investigation of the 1918 genocides of Azerbaijanis 
and collection of new facts along with a number of activities 
within the framework of the project “Strengthening the role of 
electronic media in foreign countries for the sake of advocacy 
and restoration of territorial integrity of Azerbaijan” with the 
financial support of the Council of State Support to NGOs 
under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan. It should be 
noted that, one of the most horrific genocides committed 
against Azerbaijani people in the 20th century which has been 
hidden from the community for a long time, is namely the 
events of 1918. As representatives of NGO dealing with re-
investigation of these issues for the past few years, taking into 
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account the geography of events we have visited to a number 
of regions.  

We have collected information from old and well-
informed people during these visits to the regions. We would 
remember that such studies were conducted sequentially in our 
last year’s project. Our investigations have been in several 
directions. Along with the damage inflicted to the human 
factor, the facts of committed aggression against the material 
and cultural resources and historical and architectural 
monuments of Azerbaijan have been clearly displayed in our 
investigations. Given the space of the events we have visited 
Gobustan, Shamakhi and Agsu regions to investigate the facts 
of the genocide. We briefly present the opinions of several 
people we talked during our business trip.  Alovsat Gurbanov, 
a researcher, a resident of Chukhanli village of Gobustan 
region has said: 

- I started to get interested in the events of 1918 since my 
childhood. I became interested in this area deeper in my high 
school years too. First of all, I should note that there had been 
very large underground water supplies between the Chukhanli 
Jabirli (Arabshalbash) villages of Gobustan region, called 
“Nohur”. The underground water supplies were used by the 
population of surrounding villages. The waters running to the 
surrounding villages were sourced from those underground 
water supplies. Such underground water supplies are not only 
water resources, but also were the God-given beautiful natural 
phenomena.   

Armenian gangs destroyed those underground water 
supplies just during the events of 1918. Apparently, the 
Armenians carry out the terror policy against peaceful civilians 
and wildlife equally both then and now. It was a case of 
environmental terrorism. Today the Armenians repeat that 
ecological terror by destruction of number underground water 
supplies in Nagorno-Karabakh. 
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Alovsat Gurbanov further suggested: 
- I would like to mention one interesting fact. Samedov 

Isgandar, Chukhanli village resident, started to serve in military 
units as a volunteer in the Ottoman Turkey in 1915. He fought 
heroically together with Chanakkale Turkish soldiers in the 
battles against the Armenians.  

Later, Isgandar Samedov took an active part in Turkish 
Islamic Army which had been formed up in Azerbaijan in order 
to clean the territories from armed Armenians which had been 
spread from Gobustan to Shamakhi. That person had received a 
special award by the Turkish pasha. Later, I listened to the 
memories of the same Isgandar Samedov, my grandmother 
Sarvinaz Gurbanova (1898-1976), Abdulali Abdullayev, 
Nenekhanim Hajiyeva (1808-1983) and others about the 1918 
genocide. They told that a major part of the population, with 
the proposal of elders managed to hide in the caves of the area 
called Acidere. The population was able to return only after the 
enemies had left the area.  Those people who could not afford 
to leave the villages were subjected to genocide”.  (Author - A. 
B.) 

Quotes from Abdullayev 
Baynazar, the imam and a 
tacher of Sundu village of 
Gobustan region:   

- Armenians as now had 
committed inhuman acts in 
1918. Armenians, when 
encroached upon the villages 
of Azerbaijan, committed 

atrocities against peaceful population, as well as against our 
material and spiritual resources and historical and architectural 
monuments. Sundu village, which was one of the oldest 
settlements of Azerbaijan, suffered more from the 1918 
genocide events.  Sundu mosque, which was considered a 
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unique architectural monument, became a victim of Armenian 
atrocity in 1918. Remember that Sundu very ancient mosque 
and the mosque was built in 920, and is operating currently. In 
addition to the mosque the Armenians burnt all houses. Even 
the Juma mosque with an ancient history in Shamakhi town 
was burnt in 1918. Even the civilians who sought refuge there 
were not compassionated. Unfortunately, the same atrocities 
are repeated by Armenians even today against material and 
cultural monuments of Azerbaijan in the occupied Nagorno-
Karabakh and other regions. 

Quote from Nariman Shahbazbayov, a middle school 
teacher of Gobustan region:  

 -We have been from the 
noble men generation, and then my 
father was rich enough. Our 
properties were destroyed 
completely by Armenian attacks. 
My father told that our relatives, 
especially women and children 
found asylum in the villages of 
Guba in the massacres of 1918. 
Only after restoration of peace in 

this region, we returned and rebuilt our houses. At that time our 
properties were burnt by Armenians. Working as a teacher at 
school I have researched the history of our village, this region 
in general. There were many witnesses in our village in the 
Soviet era. I should also suggest that, most of the casualties in 
this area were given by our Sundu village among other 
settlements. But all of these should be investigated. More 
precisely, it was not possible to speak loudly about it at that 
time. Now, these witnesses have already passed away. 
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Quotes from Gobustan 
resident Ahmad Soltan oglu 
Bagirov: 

- I have heard most about 
those events from my father. The 
events of 1918, as in all parts of 
Azerbaijan committed serious 
disaster in our villages as well. 
Along with the destruction of 

civilians Armenians inflicted injuries to the properties of the 
population and burn their houses. They reconstructed the 
houses after Armenians left these places. From my relatives my 
grandmother Muslumova Sarvinaz was injured during the 
genocide. Then the villagers took her to the caves which were 
more secure locations. There were many people injured and 
assassinated from my relatives and cognates. 

Quotes from Ismiyev Gulash 
Huseyn oglu, a resident of Jabirli 
(Arabshalbash) village of Gobustan 
region: 

-  I was of my teenager age at 
that time. I had heard about the 
events from my father and 
grandfather. It remained in my 
memory that the Armenians had 
committed many atrocities in 
Shamakhi province at that time. 

Cattle-breeding nomads rescued us. As our fathers and 
grandfathers were engaged in animal husbandry, they moved to 
summer pastures in summer and to winter grounds in winter. 
During the April 1918 massacre our fathers and grandfathers 
took the people to the lowlands to save them and the farm. But 
when we returned to the village we found our houses burnt by 
Armenians. Rumors circulated around that Armenians were 
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intending to take over flocks of sheep of the population at that 
time. Our older people, in order to avoid that danger had taken 
the animals and our families to more inaccessible places. Many 
years passed from those events and I went to the war in 1941. I 
fought until 1944. Then I got seriously injured and returned. 
Despite this long and hard path I am never able to forget about 
those serious disasters committed by Armenians. To the 
question “How do you remember those events in the soviet 
era?”, G. Ismiyev replied: “We were always talking among 
ourselves. Would that be possible to forget that massacre?”  
(We should also note that person has already passed away – 
author A. B.)   

Quotes from Guliyev Yasha Gurdassar oglu, a resident of 
Jabirli (Arabshalbash) village of Gobustan region: 

- I am a participant of the 
Second World War. Just before I 
went to the war I had heard a lot 
about the bloody events of 
Armenians. My father, 
grandfather and others were 
always talking about those 
events with fear. There was a 
kind of prohibition imposed on 
talking about it at that time. 
There are so many Turkish 

graves around our village today. These reports about numerous 
bloody battles have taken place in the village territory. A large 
number of people were killed during the attack of Armenians. 
Then I went to the front, and even after the war I continued 
serving in the army. Only in 1950 I was released from military 
service. Since that period the 1918 genocide started being 
forgotten. Today, despite I got old and came across many cases 
in my life, the genocides committed by Armenians still remain 
in my memory and will remain so forever. (We should also 
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note that person has already passed away – author A. B.)    
Quotes from Islamova Marifat Faraj gizi, the oldest 

resident of Angakharan village of Shamakhi region: 
- My father Faraj, mother 

Guldana were talking more 
about these events. I was a child 
then. I can speak about those I 
remember. Most of genocide 
cases occurred in our village. 
What would unarmed people do 
in front of so many hostile 
cannons and rifles? Peaceful 

populations were suddenly intercepted. 510 people of the rural 
population were killed, while the entire village was burned. 72 
villagers were sent to Madrasa village.  

Islamova Marifat Faraj gizi further added:  
 - 2 people were sent to Shamakhi town by Armenians to 

deliver information to the akhund. 70 rural populations that 
were brought to Madrasa village were killed by Armenians 
ruthlessly. Bloodthirsty Armenian butcher beheaded 70 
villagers one by one. Now the place where the tragedy 
committed is called “Bloody Valley” or “Angakharan valley”.  
The village had an akhund named Sadraddin. He thought that 
he was a religious leader and he would come forward to 
prevent the massacre. However, the Armenian armed forces 
killed him too”. (I should also note that we have interviewed 
those people at different times. A portion of it was located in 
the website: Fact-info.az author A. B.). 

We should also mention that while we conducted these 
investigations we appealed to a number of well-informed 
people as well as took a glance on certain sources. In this 
regard, one witness statement drew attention in the book 
“Shamakhi genocide” authored by Seyfeddin Ganiyev. From 
the memories of Bilal Nuriyev (1894-1995), one of the 
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witnesses in that book: 
 “In March 1918, I was twenty-two years old. I was a fan 

of poetry and art. We were preparing for Novruz holiday. A 
news came up that Abbas Sahhat has arrived to the village. He 
went to Haji Mahyaddin’s house, the bother of Haji Nasraddin 
who was a close friend of S. A. Shirvani. I also went to the 
house of Haji with my father. Well-educated people of the 
village had gathered in Haji’s house to meet with A. Sahhat. 
Abbas Sahat was in a black suit and aba. His gray hair got out 
of the edges of his hat. His moustache fit with his face. Trouble 
and languor was clearly visible in his face. After talking a 
while about literature and religion he got to the main point. He 
started talking about Armenian tricks and intrigues. Then he 
advised people to be careful”. (39.1). 

S. Ganiev writes further: “Ten days later Abbas Sahhat 
returned to Shamakhi. He later returned to the city after which 
the city was subjected to the Armenian occupation again. “This 
time A. Sahhat’s and his brother’s family joined to refugees 
and left the city. A. Sahhat couldn’t find a chance to carry his 
possessions, including all manuscripts, particularly non-print 
works of art of the last period of his creative work. On the 
midway to Sagirli village he sends his cousin Boyukaga from 
Sagirli to Shamakhi to collect his manuscripts. Though 
Boyukaga Mehdizade could reach to the entrance of Shamakhi 
he could not get into the city, therefore he returned”. (39.2). 

Factually, a big part of Abbas Sahhat’s creative work had 
been either destroyed or misappropriated by Armenians. We 
should also mention that the Armenians did not limit with 
destroying the heritage of Abbas Sahhat only in Shamakhi. 
There are facts that as other regions of Azerbaijan, they had 
committed atrocities in Baku as well.  Even a very valuable 
literary critic and scholar Salman Mumtaz’s archive was 
destroyed. One aspect would come in handy to mention here 
that Salman Mumtaz was always a collector of very rare 
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manuscripts at his expenses and had been a sufferer and had 
possessed a national thinking. Unfortunately, Armenians 
encroached on the heritage of the great scientist at that time.   
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Genocides of 1918 – unforgettable historical 
thruths: Shamakhi-Gobustan 

 

 
 
Social Welfare and Researches Public Union arranged 

missions to regions aimed at investigation of the 1918 
genocides of Azerbaijanis taking into consideration the 
geography of events within the framework of the project 
“Strengthening the role of electronic media in foreign countries 
for the sake of advocacy and restoration of territorial integrity 
of Azerbaijan” with the financial support of the Council of 
State Support to NGOs under the President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan.   

Taking into consideration the geographic region of those 
events we travelled to Gobustan, Shamakhi and Agsu regions 
to investigate the facts of the genocide. We visited Sundu 
village of Gobustan region repeatedly during our mission and 
conducted researches there. As the village was one of the 
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oldest residential areas of Azerbaijan it had suffered more from 
the 1918 genocide events. We appealed to Alijanov Idris 
Khanjan oglu, a history teacher and the most comprehensive 
researcher of Azerbaijani and overall regional history and 
genocide events:  

- Sundu village of Gobustan region of Azerbaijan is one 
of the ancient villages. The village has more than 5 thousand 
years of history. According to the artefacts found in the village, 
the village was likely to be built in the Bronze Age. Historical 
sources and toponyms prove it. One of the facts that prove the 
antiquity of this village is Sundu mosque existing in the area. 
The mosque was built in 920 and still operates. The main 
occupation of the population is agronomy, livestock and 
craftsmanship. But the region has not left out from the rape and 
genocide. Sundu village had faced with terrible losses as a 
result of the genocide perpetrated against our people in 1918.  

Furthermore I. Aljanov added: "In March-April-May 
1918, armed Armenians, as in many regions of Azerbaijan, 
committed unprecedented atrocities in Sundu village. Those 
issues were investigated during the Azerbaijan Democratic 
Republic period by the commission established in August 
1918. That commission met with local population in the 
villages of genocide, held sessions and filed minutes of those 
sessions. That commission members also held a meeting in 
Sundu village on 8 November 1918.   

The meeting and event were filed onto minutes. The 
minutes of the meeting reports that in April 1918, that is, when 
the genocide was committed in Sundu village, there were 433 
houses and 2553 people. 198 houses were burnt down and 295 
people were murdered brutally as a result of the genocide 
committed by Armenians. I have paid attention to the 
investigation of these events for a long time. I have listened 
Sabzali, the oldest resident of the village. The Armenians 
attacked from the north for the first time.  
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According to the plan of Stepan Shaumyan, the head of 
the Armenian-Bolshevik government, Armenian armed groups 
which arrived from Baku and mobilized in the Gozlu-Khilmilli 
course committed such bloodsheds in April 1918. The 
Molokans (Russians) that were transmigrated from Russia to 
Khlmilli village in the 19th century helped Armenians during 
those events. According to reports, there is one territory 
between the villages of Sundu and Khilmilli called “Dikdash”. 
Our first victims were just there. According to Sabzali, my 
former interlocutor, the man named Gochali Jebi and his son 
and his wife Tohfe were subjected to Armenian attack when 
they worked in their land plot. Then Sundu village was shelled. 
As the population was unarmed, they were trying only to 
escape to save their lives.   

However, the armed Armenian groups were chasing 
them. Older people and children were massacred en masse. A 
small part of the population ran through the area called Ajidere 
to Kurdamir and from there to Ganja city in which Azerbaijan 
Democratic Republic was operating.  Local population returned 
to their native lands only after Caucasus Islamic Army had 
arrived to liberate Baku. Full information is available in the 
State Archive of Azerbaijan, repository no. 1061”.  
Furthermore I. Aljanov added:  

“According to my grandmother Bagdagul, 17 people of 
30 people from her relatives were murdered during the 
genocide. I recall that she was 18 years old then. I always 
listened to the witnesses of the event. I have collected 
information about the 1918 genocide from them. Undoubtedly, 
the life of Sabzali has been more severe who passed away in 
2007.  He was unable to escape from the torture of the soviet 
government in 1937. Only 15 people were exiled from our 
village in 1937. Sabzali was arrested due to resistance against 
Armenians and other fictitious reasons in 1918. He stayed in 
different concentration camps and was exiled to Kazakhstan 
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during World War II. He was released only after Stalin's death 
in 1956. Sabzali was a vivacious encyclopaedia of the events of 
1918. Unfortunately, those events were not thoroughly 
investigated on time. Because talking and writing about those 
events in front of the general public was forbidden in the soviet 
period”. 

Quotes from Hasanov 
Farigin, another resident of the 
same village and middle school 
teacher:  

 - My father was saying 
that they had hidden one old 
woman in a cereals storage in the 
courtyard, who was unable to run 
or difficult to be taken away. The 

population hid in caves in the area called Gazanfar. They 
returned to that village and rescued that woman too after 
Armenians left the territory.  Bagi, my grandfather, in his 
conversations recalled the days when Caucasus Islamic Army 
crossed those territories and marched successfully towards 
Baku. I would like to mention on one fact that there was one 
woman named Umleyla, and she was escaping with her only 
child. On the way, Armenians forcibly took her child from her 
and shot him dead. That woman could escape hardly. That 
woman used to always remember that event.  Despite Umleyla 

re-established her family life in 
the soviet periods she never had a 
child. She was marking the death 
of her only child with a bitter 
memory until her death. Quotes 
from Najafguliyev Boyukaga, 
another resident of Sundu village:  

 -I have heard about the 
events of 1918 from my father. He 
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was a builder. They had contacts with Turkish troops that 
arrived in Azerbaijan. They became living witnesses of the 
bloody events and Armenian atrocity taken place in Sundu and 
other neighbouring villages in this region. My father always 
told that only the Caucasus Islamic Army played a major role 
in the prevention of such terrible massacres and restoration of 
stability. Otherwise, civilians were incapable to prevent 
genocide. 

Our next interviewee is Javid 
Islamov, a reseracher and a history 
teacher of the middle school named 
after S. Ahmedov in Anga-khan 
village of Shamakhi region. He 
brings clarification to the Armenian 
history, their hypocrisy, as well as 
the genocide committed by 
Armenians in 1918. Now we present 
you that conversation:  

- Armenians who turned to 
political toys of big states, and 

closely helped to implement disgusting plans of empires as a 
political tool permanently, always encroached upon 
Azerbaijani people and managed to achieve their goals from 
time to time.  Despite their hypocritical and insidious policies 
Armenian policy could not always succeed. So, the history has 
not forgotten to punish them severely from time to time. I 
would note one fact that until 1918 the Armenians did not have 
any government agency. They tried to come to the present time 
while maintaining their identities in the composition of 
different nations. This historical condition had helped 
Armenians to shape up strong duplicity, hypocrisy, devious 
political skills. Although they didn’t have a state they were 
constantly trying to establish their own political institutions. 

     Javid Islamov further notes: "After the massacre in 
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March 1918 the gang groups which were sent towards 
Shamakhi direction could not dare to attack the city. Therefore, 
they launched certain precautions.  They strengthened 
relationship with Armenians, Russians - Molokans which lived 
in Shamakhi and alerted them to that massacre. The dashnak 
gang started operating on April 2 which set up a camp in the 
former Russian village Khilmilli, located on the north-east of 
Shamakhi. 2 thousand well-armed gangs crossed from the 
north-west of Shamakhi to south-west through the city, and 
arrived to Madrasa village, former Armenian village located on 
the south-west from the city. This place had a very favourable 
strategic position. The cannons lined up here could easily 
afford to target the main part of the city. The massacre started 
in the surrounding villages outside the city first time. Brutal 
murders were committed in Angakharan, Gushchu, Kalva, 
Bico, Dilman and other villages as well.   While the formerly 
called village Bico, which is the territory of Agsu region 
currently, gave big losses they showed strong resistance. More 
than one thousand people got killed in Gushchu and Kalva 
villages.  

-Those massacres had taken place in this village. What 
are your investigations, hearings from older people and the 
thoughts you would explain?  

- The worst tragedy had taken place in Angarkhan village 
located in the north-west part of the city of Shamakhi. 
Meantime, there were 186 houses in the village. In the early 
April of 1918 the civilians were overtaken all of a sudden. The 
majority of the residents were unarmed. Armenian armed 
groups surrounded the village and started killing the population 
when a group of people from the village furnished a strong 
resistance to them. As a result, a part of the rural population 
was able to leave the village. 18 gangsters were killed by the 
villagers. 510 people of the rural population were killed, and 
the entire village was burned. 102 people had been captivated.  
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You may come across various sources of information 

about the tragedies taken place in Shamakhi and other regions. 
"Shamakhi town was exposed to a great pillage and 
destruction. The population of the city was devastated 
ruthlessly. Women, children and elderly trying to get rid of the 
executions took refuge to holy places and mosques. Although 
they were helpless and desperate, Armenian armed groups 
burnt them alive. More than one thousand of the city's 
population were killed in such a cruel fashion. The city was 
completely destroyed. During that genocide in Shamakhi 
district, 72 villages were destroyed and burnt. 8 thousand 
people were killed ruthlessly. Shamakhi genocide continued 
from April 2 until April 16 and entered the history of our 
nation as terribly tragic days" (40.1). 

"That genocide was the biggest tragedy caused to our 
nation in the early 20th century. More than 50 thousand of our 
compatriots, the Muslim Turkish population were murdered as 
a result of the genocide in the territory of the entire country. 
The facts revealed by the Emergency Investigation 
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Commission established in 1918, reflects the magnitude of the 
disaster as historical and legal evidence" (40.2). 

Indeed, the Armenian trait is such a major threat to our 
people. Therefore, in order to avoid this danger we always have 
to struggle and learn lessons from bitter days of our history. 

Let's refer to another source proving the Armenian 
terrorism. Ioann Fedorovich Bogomolov,  Russian priest from 
Shamakhi on seeing and hearing about the crimes committed 
by the “Dashnaktsutyu” terrorist organization, burned people 
alive, tacked people on the floors, doors and chairs, collecting 
and bursting piles of religious books (Especially Quran) into 
bonfires  and other horrors that took place in Shamakhi, had 
said: “May God forgive my sin due to such repentance” (41.1). 

In the same source again: "He rips up the belly of a 
pregnant woman and removes the human being out of the 
mother’s womb. Then he stuffs the chopped off head of the 
deceased woman’s husband into her ripped up belly… He 
stitches the belly of the woman. He wraps up the baby with a 
green flag and pours kerosene on it. He sets fire and burns it. 
He tries to behead all teenagers who are trembling with fear, 
with a single blow of the sword after lining them up in a row.  
Call of terror in their eyes of an innocent child with no sign of 
life" (41.2). 
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Follow-up investigation: 1918 events 
 

 
 

It is known that the genocide against Azerbaijanis in 
1918 was not consisted of Baku only. As of the early days of 
April 1918, the Armenians carried out a genocide policy 
against Azerbaijanis in Shamakhi, Guba, Karabakh, Iravan, 
Zangezur and other regions after Baku. Armenians committed 
brutal offences in these regions of Azerbaijan. The groups of 
gangs that had been sent to the provinces of Azerbaijan were 
led by bandit Armenians, such as T. Amiryan and H. Amzasp. 

Since the first months of 1918, dashnak Shaumyan, under 
the mask of Bolsheviks, carrying out a policy of genocide 
against the Azerbaijani people and getting into contact with his 
Armenian cognates had developed such a plan.  Atabekyan, his 
deputy contacted Gulbandov, the head of the local Armenians, 
and armed the entire Armenian population beforehand in that 
region in a short period of time. Within total of one week, 
Armenian villages of Shamakhi equipped with many machine 
guns and bullets were waiting for the order to be given by the 
centre.  Thus, in March of 1918 an ancient city Shamakhi of 
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Azerbaijan was subjected to terrible looting and atrocities, too. 
7 volumes and 925 pages of investigation materials about the 
atrocities committed by Armenians in Shamakhi town and 
Shamakhi province were collected by the Emergency 
Investigation Commission. The materials state that unbridled 
armed groups of S. Lalayan and T. Amiryan had been robbing 
and killing Muslims. Residential areas of Muslims in Shamakhi 
were set fire entirely, all 13 district mosques and Juma mosque, 
a famous holy place was burnt. That mosque was a sanctuary 
of Muslims, as well as cherished as an ancient monument. 

Stepan Lalayan, one of the main organizers of the 
massacre of Shamakhi, arrived in the city together with his 
armed group, Shamson Aspirov and Saatsazbayov 
commissioned Gulbandov, the head of Armenian population 
and others to siege the city. S. Lalayan knew very well that a 
large part of the population, the elderly, women and children 
took refuge in the God’s home – the mosque, and hid there to 
survive from the massacre. According to the information 
provided by older people and according to their findings they 
never believed that any armed group would come to the 
mosque and kill them. Seemingly, those poor people were not 
still aware of the Armenian trait.  However, the heads of the 
rabid bandit groups leading the armed groups had ordered to 
burn the mosque and shoot those people without mercy that 
would left the mosque. Hundreds of peaceful civilians, 
especially the elderly, women and children, gathered in the 
mosque, who were unable to escape and be rescued, thus 
reclined on the God’s residence – innocent people were burnt 
alive in that mosque.  

According to old residents, Jafargulu, the akhund who 
had a great respect in Shamakhi at that time, was extremely 
tortured. They gave him a terrible trouble in the mosque where 
he was working as an akhund, tore his beard hair one by one, 
removed his teeth and eyes, and cut off his nose. Armenians 
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killed numerous women and children who took refuge to the 
akhund.   

A large number of human bones were found by members 
of the Emergency Investigation Commission in the courtyard 
of entirely burnt house of Haji Akhund later. In July 1918, 
when Caucasus Islamic Army liberated Shamakhi from 
Armenians collected and buried the bones of corpses. The 
Commission members had developed a report about it in 
October and November of 1918 where they had noted that 
remains of rotten corpses still left in the courtyard.  

On 30 March 1919 the “Appeal” of Emergency 
Investigation Commission was published in “Azerbaijan” 
newspaper. The document signed by A. Khasmammadov stated 
that only ruins of Shamakhi had remained there. 

In these ruins of the city where Muslims lived there seem 
only burnt minarets of the oldest Juma mosque which dates 
back more than 900 years, survived people from fifteen 
thousand Muslim people of the city departed to Transcaucasia 
and they begged door by door with bags in their hands in order 
not to die of hunger.  

The other part of people who were able to escape from 
bandit and robber groups who named themselves “Bolsheviks” 
returned to their native places only after Ottoman Turk troops 
arrived in Azerbaijan. When they came back they found their 
places in burnt and completely destroyed condition”. 

The number of killed from each village was indicated in 
the final reports for 53 villages, compiled on the basis of the 
investigation (information on witness explanations, 
interrogation reports of victims, number of people in official 
agencies and value of their properties, list of dead and injured 
people and etc.) conducted in each village of Shamakhi 
province by the Emergency Investigation Commission which 
was established by Azerbaijan Democratic Republic.  
According to the numbers in these reports Armenians killed 
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8027 Azerbaijanis in 53 villages in Shamakhi district. 1918 
events and Armenian atrocities aggravated the situation in 
Shamakhi province. The “Appeal”, considering that hard 
situation has ended with such words: “To provide assistance to 
the victim population of Shamakhi province is the duty and 
ought of each citizen, especially Muslims. Citizens Muslims, 
save Shirvan!” 

 
We carry on presenting you the interviews and opinions 

of researchers and witnesses about the genocides committed by 
Armenians in Shamakhi in 1918. 
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Seyfaddin Ganiyev was the 
first historian and scientist who 
wrote a book related to Shamakhi 
massacre. Seyfeddin Gandiev 
highlighted some interesting 
points during our visit to the 
region. 

The historian - scientist has 
said: "My main difference from 
other researchers was that I have 
met and spoken with living 
witnesses of the genocide. I have 
met with survived representatives 
of that bloddy tragedy, I have 

written their opinions and I have written all these facts in the 
book about Shamakhi genocide. 

Today, however, representative of that older generation 
have gradually passed away".  

Mr. Ganiyev avised the readers to read that book to get 
information about Shamakhi genocide.  

One of our following interlocutors is Nuraddin 
Bandaliyev, a venerable teacher of the Shamakhi branch of 

Azerbaijan Pedagogical 
University who had dealt with 
the investigation of those 
genocides for a long time. He 
elucidated his thoughts about 
the Shamakhi as follows: 

- Shamakhi district had 
120 villages of which 86 were 
subjected to Armenian 
aggression. According to the 
documents Armenians had 
assassinated 8027 



 
95

Azerbaijanis in 53 villages of Shamakhi province.  I have also 
talked to various people who had suffered from the previous 
genocides taken place in Shamakhi. My father has always 
stated that a lot of brave people in Kolani village of Shamakhi 
had bravely fought against the armed Armenian groups.  

Later, a part of those people served in the army of the 
Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan. I would also note that our 
village Kolani including other villages had suffered from the 
genocide committed by Armenians. But the biggest massacre 
had occurred in Shamakhi town and surrounding villages. 
Armenians committed atrocities against historical monuments 
as always. They attempted to destroy the works of Shamakhi 
poets and writers".  

Alovsat Heybat oglu 
Gurbanov, a resident of Chukhanly 
village of Shamakhi region (now is 
in the administrative territory of 
Gobustan region) and secondary 
school teacher explains his 
conclusions about the 1918 
genocide as follows:  

- New findings have emerged 
according to recent researches of 
Turkish scholars. It was identified 
that Armenians had been prepared 

to the provocations as a result of secret agreements with Russia 
in 1912-13, which were committed in Turkey in 1915. 
In subsequent years, assassinations were committed against 
civilians by Armenians both in the territories of Turkey and 
Azerbaijan. Very unfortunately, we were unable to conduct 
sufficient investigations duly about the atrocities committed by 
Armenians. Even in Soviet times my grandmother had 
extensively informed us about those issues. Armenians had 
committed massacres in the territories of Chukhanly, Sundu 
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and other neighbouring villages. Alovsat Gurbanov further 
added: 

- My grandmother had injured in her eye in the course of 
battles. She told that the major part of our villages, girls and 
brides and young children were transferred to a more secure 
place as a result of efforts of smart and warlike people of this 
region. As a result of it, some portion of the population was 
rescued. A few older people remained in rural areas were burnt 
by Armenians.  

I would mention even one fact that several people that 
were trying to save the people were subjected to repression 
during the Soviet era. One of those people was Mullah Almaz 
Afandi, a resident of Jabirli (Arabshalbash) village, who had a 
higher education and was always helping to the population 
during those events, and therefore was exiled to the far 
Magadan.  This is the fraud and injustice of the Soviet era and 
regime.  

One of our following 
interlocutors is Muganshah Azimov, 
a history teacher of the Jabirli 
(Arabshalbash) village secondary 
school of Shamakhi (now the 
administrative territory of Gobustan)  

He was referring to the 1918 
genocide, and said: The Armenian 
aggression did not bypass our 
village. A number of civilians were 
murdered.   

Gadimov Yadigar Mammadoglu, 
Ismiyev Bayam, Zulfugarov Jovlan, Orujov Damir Farzali oglu, 
Orujov Ibadulla Heybat oglu, Bayramov Gurbat and others were 
assassinated as victims of the Armenian atrocities. Moreover, 
existing monuments and settlements were destroyed in the village. 
There are a large number of Turkish graves in our village. It also 
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testifies to the fact that, together with the local population Turkish 
army had prevented the bloody events committed by Armenians at 
that time. Turkish soldiers martyred here. 

Mugansah Azimov further added: 
- Those events had been falsified in the history books for 

a long time. After Azerbaijan gained its independence dark 
aspects of the history were demystified. A number of books 
have been published in this area already. However, witnesses 
of the events have already passed away.  

 But in any case investigations should be carried out in 
this field. Works should be done to raise the patriotic spirit of 
the youth, and communicate these atrocities to the international 
community, which were committed by our enemies. 

This work should be continued to a broader level starting 
from education of our students in secondary schools. In short, 
history of the Shamakhi genocide should be studied more 
deeply. We are always ready to do our duty as a historian in 
this work.  

From the quotes of our next 
interviewee Mahkama Agayev, a 
resident of the Jabirli 
(Arabshalbash) village of Shamakhi 
(now the administrative territory of 
Gobustan)  

- These events have worried 
me for a long time. Because the 
Armenian butchers in my Jabirli 
village shed blood in 1918. 

Unfortunately, they were trying to make us forget this bloody 
tragedy in Soviet times. They were prompting us the idea of 
friendship with Armenians.  

But the fact remains as it is. My father and grandfather as 
living witnesses of those bloody events talked us a lot about 
Armenian atrocities. Even during the World War II, 
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Mangasaryan surnamed, Armenian origin military commissar 
of Shamakhi region was oppressing the population of the 
region. He was sending young population to the battle field that 
were under the age of being soldiers. I had also seen that 
repellent Mangasaryan in the courtyard of the commissariat 
when I saw off my father to the army. Mangasaryan’s activity 
was repression against the population of Shamakhi. 

Furthermore, M. Agayev made a proposal: - I am an old 
man and I propose that the graveyard of the Turkish soldiers 
martyred in our village would get landscaped. A memorial 
complex would be prepared to better introduce those graves. 
The graves of martyrs in the areas called “Zeynal qalagi” and 
“Dolay” disappear gradually. To do this work would also mean 
to illuminate the dark page of our history.  In view of it, I have 
appealed to a number of official structures. I hope that the 
government of Azerbaijan will help us in this matter M. 
Agayev explained one more interesting fact. He found his 
father’s grave who was missing in World War II 40 years later 
in the territory of Russia. He took some soil with him from 
Azerbaijan and sprinkled on his grave.  
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One of the formerly destroyed holy shrines – Pirsaat 

 
One of our following interlocutors is Agaveyis Saatov, 

who worked as a history teacher in the secondary school of 
Jabirli (Arabshalbash) village of Shamakhi region for a long 
time: 

 - I have worked as a history teacher in the middle school 
for more than 50 years. We have heard about the genocides 
since our childhood, which had been committed by Armenians 
against Azerbaijanis. Witnesses of those events, older people 
have talked about those events. But it was impossible for 
someone to talk to wider audience about it during the Soviet 
era. At that time, the Armenians didn’t refrain from killing 
people, and destroying holy shrines and mosques.   

My grandmother spoke that the Armenians settled in 
Shamakhi at that time gave serious casualties when they 
destroyed Pirsaat sanctuary. Almost in the early April 
Armenians were punished by the nature in a night and as a 



 
100

result of heavy hail fall they gave losses, which had been the 
punishment for their cruel acts.  

A. Saatov further suggested: "Then it was impossible to 
carry out investigation by the commission in 33 villages of 
Shamakhi. One of the affected villages from aggression in 
Shamakhi region is Jabirli (Arabshalbash) village. Today, our 
village is surrounded with graves. They are indelible traces, 
and unforgettable history. They are the graves of the Turkish 
soldiers who martyred at that time and the Azerbaijanis 
fighting in the local self-defence groups. 

Regularly, the population restores these graves and pay 
tribute to them with a great respect in accordance with our 
religious customs and traditions. These were people who 
martyred in the battles in our village. However, as the large 
part of the population was cattle-breeding nomads and as they 
were in winter pastures at that time, the losses had been 
considerably reduced.   

I should also mention that the Armenian-dashnak group 
that deployed an armed camp in the former Russian village 
called Khilmilli, passing through the north-west of Shamakhi 
and arrived to the formerly populated Madrasa village in the 
south-west of the town. The strategic position of that place was 
very favourable. The cannons lined-up there could easily target 
the main part of the town. That genocide was committed 
against peaceful Azerbaijani civilians in the first half of April 
1918”.  

A. Saatov further added: “Armenians have always 
encroached upon Azerbaijani people. Despite their insidious 
policies Armenian policy could not always succeed. So, the 
history has not forgotten to punish them severely from time to 
time. Until 1918, the Armenians did not have any government 
agency. They tried to come to the present time while 
maintaining their identities in the composition of different 
nations”.  
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One of our following 
interlocutors is Mayil Mayilov; an old 
resident of Jabirli (Arabshalbash) 
village of (Shamakhi) region (now is 
in the administrative territory of 
Gobustan region): 

- I was still a child when I heard 
about it from my uncle. This house in 
which I live was built in 1917. They 
were saying that the majority of the 

houses had been burnt in the village by Armenians during their 
attack.  As a result of some miracle our houses were slightly 
affected at those times. I have heard the facts such as tiding-up 
hot samovars on backs of people, stabbing stomachs of 
civilians with daggers and other facts. They have tried to make 
us forget the murders committed by Armenians in 1918 in this 
village. However, the graves of the martyrs of 1918 in the 
vicinity reported us from our history.  
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Our following interviewee is Islam Zeynalov, a historian 
and professor, touching upon the events of 1918 and other 
historical aspects has said:  

“After the massacre of March 1918, bolshevik-dashnak 
forces strengthened relationship with Armenian, Russian - 
Molokan population which lived in Shamakhi and alerted them 
to that massacre. The worst tragedy had taken place in 
Angarkhan village located in the north-west part of the city of 
Shamakhi. In the early April of 1918 the civilians were 
overtaken all of a sudden. 

The majority of the residents were unarmed. Armenian 
armed groups surrounded the village and started killing the 
population when a group of people from the village furnished a 
strong resistance to them. As a result, a part of the rural 
population was able to leave the village.  

A lot of peaceful and helpless civilians were burnt alive 
in the mosques by Armenian armed forces after they referred to 
holy places. Shamakhi genocide had continued from April 2 
until April 16 and entered the history of our nation as a terrible 
and tragic day”.  

Another interesting point was clarified by the historian-
scientist: “While the national massacres that took place in 1918 
have played a tragic role in the life of Azerbaijan, the 
genocides committed in Baku, Shamakhi and Guba have 
revealed the anti-Azerbaijani policy of the government led by 
Shaumyan and derived outrage against the Armenian-
Bolshevik movement and policy.  

Most importantly, Azerbaijan hit a heavy blow to 
sovietisation. Beliefs for autonomy decreased, tendencies for 
independence got stronger. The events that took place in 
March-April of 1918 were unable to receive their correct 
political value for a long time. Thus, the Soviet historiography 
did its best to cover up that tragedy. In many cases, they tried 
to introduce these events to the public as a civil war. 
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However, no one can bring a doubt to this event that it is 
not genocide. All facts prove that, the terrible massacres that 
took place in March-April of 1918 had been pre-planned and 
organized expediently. That was even acknowledged by Stepan 
Shaumyan who led the massacres in the same period.  

 
S. Shaumyan: 
 “I have organized Armenian gangs committing those 

events. If not so, Muslim and Turkish population in Baku 
would prevail, thus interrupting our plans. They would seize 
the power and Baku would have got out of possession forever”.  

His reply to Nariman Narimanov proves it once again. 
Returning from Moscow, N. Narimanov saw those horrors and 
said to S. Shaumyan: “You are a bolshevik after all, why did 
you allow to this tragedy”. S. Shaumyan replied: “I was 
Armenian before being a bolshevik”.  

Indeed, as the historian I. Zeynalov has mentioned, the 
Armenian trait and fraud has been a major threat to the peoples 
of the world.  

Therefore, in order to avoid this danger we always have 
to struggle and learn lessons from bitter days and dark 
moments of the history. We must learn our history profoundly 
in order to understand the truth, communicate it throughout the 
world and know who is right and what is true. 
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One of the survived witnesses of the 1918 genocides 

 

Our following interlocutor is Kamalov Rza Malim oglu, 106 
years old, born in 1910 in Jabirli village of Shamakhi region, 
and currently living in Gala village, Khazar district of Baku 
city. He is the only living witness of the 1918 genocide.  

      - I was 8 years old during those events. However, based on 
my childhood memories, the events I’ve seen and heard over 
these years, I can say that Armenians shed a lot of blood at that 
time. I never thought that it would be terrible. Our cognates, 
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relatives took us out of the village at that time. Isgandar, and 
Mullah Almaz Afandi, some of the very brave people of our 
village tried for the salvation of the population. Even the armed 
groups which arrived to that area had instigated Molokan 
residents of the Khilmilli village trying to involve them to the 
conflict.  They said to Molokans (Russians) that Azerbaijan 
wanted to kill them. But Isgandar covertly talked and explained 
to Molokans not to succumb to those provocations. So much of 
the potential provocations were prevented.  

 - Had any village resident been killed by Armenians? 

- One part of the population drew into mountains and another 
part was able to hide themselves in various safe spots in the 
area called Ajidere. But most of those who faced to the 
lowlands were killed. I remember less about the casualties and 
their identities then.    

 - But how were those massacres recalled that had been 
committed by Armenians, what did you hear from the eye 
witnesses of those events?  

   - These events can never be forgotten. We, old people have 
heard a lot from older generations about the massacres 
committed by Armenians. Everybody was talking about it. 
Then I went to the army. I have been to the Finland war since 
1939. I returned due to injuries. In 1943, I was summoned back 
to the front again. I went till Berlin by fighting. Upon arrival I 
worked in many fields. However, I will never forget what I saw 
in my childhood in 1918.   
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Our following intelocutor is Kamalov Shahmardan, born in 
Jabirli (Arabshalbash) village of Shamakhi region, 
currently living in Gala village of Khazar region. He talks 
about what he had heard about the 1918 genocide: - When 
Armenians attacked our village our relatives left home for 
the area called “Injilli” and they saw one infant that had 
been left in the cradle. Later they returned and rescued the 
infant. Part of the rural population drew into the mountains. 
They were saved. Even those times, my aunt was born in 
the mountainous settlement of Guba region. Therefore she 
was named Guba. I should say that a significant part of the 
rural population was faced with Armenian atrocity on the 
way to the lowland. Mullah Almaz Afandi, one of my close 
relatives has helped a lot to the people. He was a very 
powerful theologian. He was arrested later in the Soviet era 
as he didn’t reject the God and religion and was loyal to his 
faith he was exiled to Siberia in 1937.  That man was 
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unable to tolerate the cold weather of Siberia and sufferings 
and passed away in Siberia”.  
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Fate of Khojaly Angakharan 
 

 
 
       

As a result of the business trips to Shamakhi and Guba 
regions we collected facts through investigating the bloody 

events of 1918 and genocides 
committed by Armenians in the 
same regions. We present these 
records on a regular basis. One of 
the following interlocutors is Vasif 
Rustamov, a publicist, a resident of 
Angakharan village of Shamakhi 
region. From his quotes:  
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- We would remind that there were 120 villages in Shamakhi 
province at that time, 86 out of which were subjected to violence. 
According to the documents, Armenians killed 8027 Azerbaijanis 
in 53 villages in Shamakhi district. 4190 of them were men, 2560 
were women and 1277 were children. 

Angakharan was also one of the villages in Shamakhi which 
had been subjected to aggression. I would like to point out some 
facts. During those events, two villagers were sent to the city to 
collect information and negotiate. However, those plans failed. As 
those people were murdered by Armenian armed forces, that plan 
failed”. 

Vasif Rustamov, further added: "The tragedy committed in 
the Angakharan village of Shamakhi was emotionally met by the 
city population.  The gangs kept shelling the city with cannons. 
There were big losses among the population. The groups started 
fighting for the city. 

Meanwhile, even though Ismail Khan Ziyadxanli, who came 
with 400 armed forces from Ganja tried to change the situation, he 
was unable to achieve it due to unequal power balances, thus 
returned from there. Shamakhi town was exposed to a great pillage 
and destruction. The population of the city was devastated 
ruthlessly. As the women, children and elderly were trying to get 
rid of the executions they took refuge to holy places and mosques”.  

Vasif Rustamov further added: “The disaster which 
happened to Khojaly on 26 February 1992 had happened to 
Angakharan village of Shamakhi in April 1918 as well. That 
incident was committed according to the same scenario by local 
Armenians and Molokans. 

We would like to talk briefly at least about Angakharan 
calamities and its genocide which had suffered no less than Khojaly 
tragedy. The massacre of 510 people took place in the village. 181 
houses out of 186 were burnt and 7 Ashuks’ Collection was 
destroyed, and one of the people’s art masters was brutally killed. 
Angakharan village of Shamakhi had lived the bitter days similar to 
Khojaly and other regions”.  
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About the salvation march of Caucasus Islamic Army... 
 
    

 
 

We should note that a significant part of the territory of 
Azerbaijan faced with a serious threat after many cities had 
faced with the atrocity of Armenian dashnak forces at that 
time. As a result, Enver Pasha, Minister for War of the Turkish 
Government advised to establish the Caucasus Islamic Army in 
order to help Azerbaijanis, to rescue the people from the blood, 
trouble and dashnak-bolshevik tyranny and to save them from 
this tragedy.  

So, first of all his brother instructs general Nuru Pasha. 
Furthermore, he gives an explanation to his colleagues about 
goals and objectives of the Caucasus Islamic Army. This 
sacred initiative is welcomed by the colleagues of the minister. 

The main goal of Enver Pasha was with the assistance of 
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the regular Turkish troops to take control of all the territories 
from Tabriz to Dagestan, from Tehran to Turkistan, tearing 
them from foreign invaders, and to achieve social and political 
ground allowing for the creation of national governments 
within these areas to the extent possible.  

Clarifing these issues and 
giving an interview to us Jabirli, 
Agatahir Jabirli, a publisist, a poet, 
a resident of Jabirli (Arabshalbash) 
village of Gobustan region has 
dealt with researches of those 
events and talked about the 
courage and other aspects of the 
Caucasian Islamic Army:  

- I would like to start my 
speech with the poem of Abdulla 
Shaig which was published in the 

newspaper “Achiq Soz” (Open Word) on 20 September 1918.  
 

"... If you don’t come the slummed soul won’t be free,  
If you don’t come the sun won’t rise, the hope won’t prosper,  
My lips won’t chuckle and my dull fate won’t be shined,  
Hey, Turk, I won’t want others, come here soon…”  

 
In fact, the delayed saviour arrived on time, which had 

been awaited patiently, cautiously, regretfully and anxiously.  
The poet with the people of conquered lands, broken heart, 
dreary mood, chewed and battered, has said:  

“My life has hit to a swelling stone, the life devastated, 
the tired strings would whine like a broken saz, the orphans of 
this homeland, its brides, widows, the roads we always passed 
through and watered with tears, the faces have faded yellow 
due to waiting…” of this native land and this soil”.  

Agatahir Jabirli further added: “The sources indicate that 
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aggression of Armenian-Dashnak was averted in the battles 
waged by Caucasus Islamic Army under the command of Nuru 
Pasha and with participation of Azerbaijanis. 

Founded on 28 May 1918, Azerbaijan Democratic 
Republic displayed courage in the true sense in liberation of 
Azerbaijani lands by the Caucasus Islamic Army and 
achievement of our independence. The Ottoman Empire once 
again demonstrated the truest, honourable and glorious 
example of the assistance by one brother to another one by 
giving hundreds of martyrs and displaying this courage.  

Armenian atrocities had been prevented and the power of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan had been established with 
successful operations in Nagorno-Karabakh at that time, which 
was the basis of important issues. This spectre – blood threat 
which circulated everywhere throughout the country had been 
spreading from village to village and from town to town. 

The incident spots which have been memorable in the 
history up today are still preserved.  

With the order of the hero - Bahadur Nuri Pasha, dated 
July 19, 1918, it was stated to attack towards Shamakhi and to 
liberate the territory completely and destroy the enemy. 
Caucasus division started moving and took over Madrasa area 
located to the south of Shamakhi.  

The fighting continued till the night of July 20. As a 
result of fierce attack of Turkish forces the Shamakhi defence 
of the Armenian and bolshevik units were destroyed and the 
district had been transferred to the control of Caucasus Islamic 
Army.  

The withdrawn enemy which was pursued by the armed 
units began to flee back to Baku on 21 July. Major Izzet 
Efendi, the 28th battalion commander martyred in this battle. 
The fizzled out enemy in Ajidere area completely surrendered.   

 
According to Agatahir Jabirli there are about 50 known 
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martyr graves in the areas belonging to the administrative 
territory of Jabirli (Arabshalbash) village of Gobustan region. 
It is sufficient to think that every individual is a representative 
of a great nation. 

In conclusion, we present an excerpt from the poem "The 
moment of martyrdom of saviour witnesses is eternity" 
authored by Agatahir Jabirli:  

 
Hey, my Turk, shake up, turn to yourself! 
You get greater when you return to yourself! 
Shake up hey my Turk! 
 Enough having a nap, get up! 
 If someone gives up this way that man is not a Turk… 
 Let’s oath under one flag again. 
 Turksish song… 
 The victory is with us! Can’t have sorrow, 
 Be Dashnaks vapourish of their acts. 
 No help to envious, unfair, 
Get the slandered out front. 
Shake up, turn to yourself, my nation! 
 One nation with the same religion, language, blood, 
My Turk, let’s oath under one flag,  
Anyone who sucks blood is not a Turk, but is infidel! 
 
Indeed, the arrival of the Caucasus Islamic Army which 

was created with participation of Azerbaijanis and support of 
Turks saved thousands of innocent people from disaster and 
Armenian atrocities.  

Uzeyir Hajibeyov, a genius intellectual and a great 
composer wrote about the actions of Armenians in March and 
May of 1918, that if Ottoman Turkish heroes didn’t arrive for 
help in time Armenians would not leave any stone on each 
other not only in Baku, but also throughout Azerbaijan.  
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The next interviewee Eldar Sefa Shahveledli, a historian 
and a publicist has provided the following information: 

 - There were 150-200 graves of martyrs around our 
village (Shamakhi - Gobustan - Jabirli). There were some 
people who paid tribute to those graves and put alms on them 
and took refuge in them. Finally, there is one martyr’s grave in 
Ajidere. The grave of Shikh Eyyub Baba has been settled in 
Ajidere, and the grave of the Turkish martyr - the famous 
Single grave is situated on the other side of Ajidere, on the 
Baku-Shamakhi road.  

One elderly man, named Durasan had told: “My mother 
Huseyma passed away when she was 95 years old. My mother 
was telling that village was in awe during the Armenian-
Muslim battle. They were unable to run away. Mullah Isgandar 
brought 4 Molokans from Russian villages to guard over four 
parts of the village. The action of Isgandar could prevent the 
big massacres partly.  

Eldar Sefa Shahveledli 
furtheer added: “Later, people 
rushed into all together in panic 
towards Alibeyli. The 
population of Gushchular was 
tortured in Alibeyli. The people 
moved to Zahr (Zeher) 
mountain from there. Turkish 
army was in Agdash. Mullah 
Isgandar visited them and said: 
“Sir, we’re losing our control”. 

Turkish pasha had replied: “We’ll be in Shamakhi in 3 days”. 
Caucasus Islamic Army reached to Shamakhi travelling 

days and nights. Our people welcomed them in Goyler 
Mountain. Turks arrive and stand at the beginning of Ajidere, 
and Armenians run away like foxes. Durdu, a witness of the 
events had said there were a group of Turks standing there and 



 
115

I also approached to them.  
At that time, one Turkish soldier approached to the pasha 

and said that he became a martyr in his dream last night. 
Before reaching to Ajidere that soldier became a martyr. The 
grave of the Turkish soldier, Gadir Afandi (they call him 
Giyas, Gani, Aziz as well) is recognized as a sanctuary now.  

We would like to mention that the Armenian Dashnak-
Bolshevik forces had attempted to discord between Azerbaijani 
and Molokan residents of the same area, that is, the villages of 
Shamakhi, and they even tried to arm Molokans against 
Azerbaijanis. Despite the attempts of the Armenian Dashnak 
forces were successful in the early stages both in Baku and in 
the regions of Azerbaijan, later the Russians refused to fight 
against Azerbaijanis after they found out the incorrectness of 
all of those actions.  

Our next interviewee is Mustafa (Aliyev) Garamanli, a 
retired serviceman. He is talking about his grandfather Yusif 
who had struggled against Armenians for a long time, 
particularly, in 1918, and had been one of the leading knights 
of his era.  

Quotes from Mustafa Gahramanli:  
- I have kept in my mind several 

facts articulated by my grandfather 
Rzagov Yusif (Mehmanli) in 
approximately 1970-1971’s.  I 
should say that my grandfather was 
one of the bravest men of his era. 

He has shown a great heroism in 
fighting against the Armenians, in 
particular, in protection of Khilli 
village of Nftchala and prevention of 
Armenian aggression in 1918. My 
grandfather told that Armenians 
sailed by boat through the Kura 
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River, and wanted to encroach upon Khilli village as many 
regions. 

Yusif, leading the defence finds out crucial shortage of 
weapons and makes a decision in consultation with the rural 
population that it is necessary to purchase some of the leaders 
of the Bolshevik-Dashnak gangs for a lot of gold.  Yusif takes 
this step to save the population. Thus, those settlements are 
released from enemy’s feet.  

According to Mustafa (Aliyev) Garamanli’s further 
information even Yusif joins to the Caucasus Islamic Army. He 
takes an active part in cleansing Neftchala and Salyan 
territories from Armenian-Dashnak units. Namely due to his 
foresight and fighting ability a significant part of the local 
population were able to remain unharmed. 

Yusif was arrested in the soviet era repeatedly later 
because he was bellicose and representative of a wealthy 
family. He stays in prisons of Moscow and other jails. Yusif, 
who endured all difficulties and tortures, passes away in 1971.  

We would notify to you one more data related to that 
region. F. Farzaliyev, a researcher from Salyan has said that 
Bolshevik-Dashnak formations had committed horrible 
murders in March and April 1918 in Javad province (present 
Sabirabad, Salyan-Neftchala regions).  

Thus, in June 1918, the Centrocaspian Dictatorship, sent 
nearly 900 ships with full of soldiers armed to the teeth and 
military supplies from Baku to Salyan in order to keep control 
over the lower part of the Kura River.  

The enemy formations entered the delta of the Kura from 
the Caspian Sea and burnt and turned to ash dozens of 
settlements such as Banka, Khilli, Tatarmahla, Uzunbabali, 
Kurqarabucaq, Arabbabikhanli and Kurgaragashli located on 
the Mugam and Shirvan banks of the river.  

In total, more than 540 houses were burnt down in 18 
villages. Cattle and sheep, jewellery and other items of the 
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population were robbed. Armenian gangs murdered hundreds 
of unarmed and innocent people brutally and reached to 
Kurdgaragashli village.   

The regular force of Rmazan Pasha consisting of 400 
people met the enemy force in Kurdgaragashli village of 
Salyan and by shooting they sunk the “Demosfen” ship. After 
that, the enemy withdrew sparsely. Turkish soldiers pursuit 
them till the end. 

More than 2 thousand civilians have been killed in that 
bloody massacre, 14 soldiers and Omer Pasha, the general of 
the Turkish army were killed. 11 of them were buried in Banka 
village of Neftchala, 4 soldiers including Omer Pasha were 
buried in Salyan. The monuments for the memories of the 
Turkish soldiers were erected in both regions (42). 

We would like to mention that in 1918 peaceful 
Azerbaijanis were subjected to genocide by Armenian armed 
forces in some regions of the South Azerbaijan. Hasan Safari, 
originally from South Azerbaijan, an employee of the Institute 
of Oriental Studies of the National Academy of Sciences, 
investigating the events of genocide in South Azerbaijan in 
1918, has told us in the interview: - In the western region of 
South Azerbaijan, that is, Urmia, Salmas, Khoy and the 
surrounding areas, the Christian troop organized with 
Armenian-aysors against Azerbaijani Turks for a period of 6 
months. During those terrible events, hundreds of innocent 
Azerbaijanis were brutally murdered. Ahmed Kasveri who 
lived in the period of the genocide, writes that more than 130 
thousand people were murdered by the Christian troop 
organized with Armenian-aysors in those events. The textbook 
"Cografiyaye  ostane Azrbayjane Qarbi" (Geography of the 
Western Azerbaijan Province) published for West Azerbaijan 
province by Iran State reports that 163 thousand people were 
killed in that massacre. Turkish officials reported that more 
than 160 thousand Muslims were killed in the western region 



 
118

of South Azerbaijan as a result of those events in the book 
“Azerbaijan in the early years of the Pahlavi reign” (based on a 
confidential report to the Turkish military authorities in 1927), 
translated from Turkish to Farsi by Dr. Tohid Melikzadeh. 
Furthermore, touching upon the Aysor-Armenian issue, Hasan 
Safasi has mentioned:  

- Aysors are Christian people living in scattered forms in 
Urmiya and Salmas areas of Turkey's Hakkari region, northern 
Iraq, Syria and South Azerbaijan.  

As this nation with purported roots of Assurian origin 
was Christians, the Tsarist Russia, US and French 
governments, as well as missionary organizations arriving to 
that region, guided by the Great Britain, with Armenian 
mediation had raised them against Ottoman Turks along with 
Azerbaijanis.   

The Aysors revolting against Turks in Turkey together 
with Armenians defeat in 1915, and 40 thousand of them take 
refuge en masse in Urmiya and Salmasa, western region of 
South Azerbaijan.  

Immediately, Basel Nikitin, the Consul of Tsar Russia in 
Urmia, A. Shead, head of mission of the United States and 
representatives of other Christian state representatives take 
them under their protection and settle them in Urmia and 
Salmas. United Armenian-Aysor armed groups were created in 
1918 in Urmia and Salmas.  

Those armed Armenian-Aysor groups subjected the local 
population (Azerbaijanis) to genocide over 6 months in order 
to create Armenian-Christian state in the territory of 
Azerbaijan. The goal was to change the composition of the 
population and to create conditions for the organization of the 
Armenian-Christian state.  

Our next interviewee is Shaykh Sanan, a researcher, 85 
year old, a resident of the Khazar region, Mardakan district of 
Baku city. Quotes from his speech:  
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- I have researched the 
genocides committed by 
Armenians against Azerbaijanis 
in 1918 along with studying this 
area's history, culture and 
heritage. In reality, there were 
very large massacres. In March 
1918, speaking in the mosque in 
Mardakan, the akhund Akbar 
Guluzade had stated that the 
situation was critical, and the 

civilians were being killed every day. Therefore, several 
Mardakan residents found arms and confronted with armed 
Armenian groups and fought against them around the lake near 
Bulbula village.  

6 people from Mardakan martyred in the heavy battles. 
Gudrat, one of the martyrs, had a very expensive ring on his 
finger. After Gudrat’s death, the enemy could not pull out that 
ring from his finger; therefore they cut his finger and took the 
ring away. They were the people who prevented the assaults of 
Armenian armed groups, protected the population and 
martyred: Kabla Soltan Yarahmad oglu, Gudrat Farhad oglu, 
Hajiguli Rashid oglu, Mirasha Aga Mirgasim oglu, Mirhabib 
Mirgasim son (two brothers), and Tagi Israfil oglu  (he was 18 
years old at the time). In fact, those martyrs were brought and 
buried by the population in Mardakan later. Sheikh Sanan also 
mentioned that at that time, Armenian armed forces committed 
massacres in Baku and surrounding villages, including 
Bulbula, Mahammadi, Nardaran and other villages. My father 
was from Balakhani. During those massacres they came and 
destroyed their houses and properties.Then, as other villagers 
they faced to summer houses on the seashore with their family 
members. At that time, the people were trying to leave their 
homes in panic. Only upon arrival of the Caucasus Islamic 
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Army to the city and liberation of the city from invasion, the 
population could breathe easily.  

 

Mardakan martyrs - 1918 
 
Sheikh Sananm upon speaking about the benevolent works 

of Zeynalabdin Tagiyev has stated that a number of Baku villages 
suffered of hunger in 1918. According to Agababa Aslanov, a 
warehouse manager of Tagiyev, at that time a lot of wheat flour 
had been distributed to the public free of charge. Zeynalabdin 
Tagiyev performed his duty of humanism and charity work even 
in harsh conditions. Sheikh Sanan also said that when Armenians 
committed genocide against Azerbaijanis in 1905-1906, 
Zeynalabdin Tagiyev using his influence made an appeal to the 
tsar and other people of Russia. He stated that such destructive 
acts of Armenians would lead to hostility among nations and 
asked the Russian leadership to prevent that conflict. The appeal 
was followed with a positive result.  



 
121

Social and political figures have become victims of 
Armenian terrorism 

 
Armenian terrorism has been investigated much recently.  

There is much being spoken about it. Because Armenians are 
engaged in terrorism at the state level and believe that they 
haven’t completed their terrorist policy yet. 

It has been more than 100 years since the Armenians 
haven’t been given a peace from the idea of carrying out terror 
attacks, and from time to time that feeling instigates them to 
commit more grave crimes, and organize assassinations of 
peaceful people, children and women.  

Armenians do not give up committing these acts even in 
the modern era in which the terrorism has been declared as a 
grave crime around the world. 

Historically, there have been peoples and nations that 
suffered of severe military defeats and exposed to a great loss 
of human resources. But they have tried to forget their bitter 
past and look forward, and they have managed them. In 
particular, there were long-term battles among a number of 
nations in European space.  Now these nations live in peace. 
The Armenians who always select the terror as a target and 
standing away from civil society principles still look backward. 
The terrorism they had started up in the past centuries they 
carry out it at the state level now. The researchers argue that, 
this insidiousness policy has continued over various periods of 
time. In the 20th century, this terror policy further intensified 
and passed to a new phase.  

We would like to pay attention to some facts in order to 
reveal the truth. In October 1919, in the "Dashnaktsutyun" 
party’s 9th congress held in Iravan a decision with the initiative 
of Shaan Natali to launch terrorist operations was made. The 
historic sources show that a list of 650 persons that found 
guilty in the defeat of Armenians has been prepared.  
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41 of them were considered main defendants and fatwa 
was issued for their assassinations.  The related information 
was displayed in the articles written by Armenians themselves, 
and the websites run by them. 

Our notorious neighbours do not only cover up such 
terrible facts but they also feel proud of it, and deal with 
popularization of terrorism. 

According to Armenian sources, the head of operations 
was assigned to the responsible body run by Armen Garo, 
Armenia Ambassador to the United States and Shaath 
Satcaklayan, head of the Special Fund. Head of operations and 
financial support was delegated to Saan Natali and Grigor 
Marjanov.  

Grach Papazyan took responsibility for collecting 
information about the sentenced people to death. He entered a 
circle of Turks as a young Turkish student and collected 
information.  Sources suggest that the overall murder operation 
was given a name "Nemezis". One of the first victims of the 
"Nemezis" was Talat Pasha.  

Talat Pasha who took tough measures against uprising 
Armenians in 1915, impinged to various tools to turn them 
back, as well as his associates Anvar Pasha and Jamal Pasha 
were included to the black list of Armenians.  

Talat Pasha, who lived in Germany with the name of Ali 
Salih bey after political defeat in 1918, was shot dead in 1921 
by an Armenian terrorist Dogomon Teylaryan. But he was 
acquitted by the German court. 

We should also note that Armenians have committed 
murders against a number of well-known public figures. 
According to historic sources, former Prime Minister Fatali 
Khan Khoylu was killed by Armenians in Georgia in June 1920 
after the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic collapsed and he was 
forced to leave the country (43). 

Together with him, former Justice Minister Khalil bey 
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Khasmammadov was seriously injured and later died. The 
Armenians Aram Erkanyan and Misak Kirakosyan assassinated 
them. The organizers of the assassination had stated that 
Khoylu and Khasmammadov were murdered due to the killed 
Armenians in Baku battles in September 1918. A month later, 
Hasan bey Agayev, Deputy Chairman of the Azerbaijani 
Parliament in Tbilisi, Georgia, was assassinated. Exactly one 
year later, on July 19, 1921, Armenian terrorist Misak 
Torlakian assassinated Behbud Khan Javanshir in Istanbul, the 
former interior minister. 

We would like to inform you that Torlakian, one of the 
perpetrators of the murders was later arrested and brought to 
the British military tribunal. However, while the court 
considered him guilty of the murder, later he was released and 
exiled to Greece. 

It is claimed that Nasib bey Yusifbeyli was killed by 
Armenians within the "Nemezis" operations. Those terrorists 
killed former Prime Minister Said Halim Pasha in Rome in 
1921. His killer Arshavir Shirakyan was not captured but 
returned to Istanbul. Trabzon Governor Jamal Azmi while 
walking in Berlin with his associate Baheddin Sakir in 1922 
was shot by Arshavir Shirakyan and Aram Erkanyan (44.1). 

Jamal Pasha was killed by Petros Ter-Pogosyan and 
Artashes Gevorgyan in Tbilisi. More than 80 high-ranked 
officials, high-level officers and in many cases their innocent 
family members were assassinated within the frame of the 
“Nemezis” operations. (44.2).  

Of course, it is possible to significantly increase the list 
of public and political figures assassinated. It should also be 
noted that, Armenian ASALA terrorist organization which was 
launched in the 90s continues those terrorism policy and 
threats. The esteemed readers have not probably forgotten the 
fact of threat of terrorism against Azerbaijani diplomats in the 
world by ASALA a few years ago. 
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CHAPTER IV 
 

Historical monuments, sanctuaries in this region, 
traces of Armenian atrocity 

 

 
Sundu villag mosque of Gobustan region 

 
Armenians, when encroached upon the villages of 

Azerbaijan, committed atrocities against peaceful population, 
as well as against our material and spiritual resources and 
historical and architectural monuments. Sundu village, which 
was one of the oldest settlements of Azerbaijan, suffered more 
from the 1918 genocide events. Sundu mosque, which was 
considered a unique architectural monument, became victim of 
Armenian atrocity in 1918. Remember that Sundu was a very 
ancient mosque and the mosque was built in 920, and is 
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currently operating.  In addition to the mosque the Armenians 
burnt all houses. Even the Juma mosque with an ancient history 
in Shamakhi town was burnt in 1918. Even the civilians who 
sought refuge there were not compassionated. Unfortunately, 
the same atrocities are repeated by Armenians even today 
against archaeological, historical, material and cultural 
monuments of Azerbaijan in the occupied Nagorno-Karabakh 
and other regions. 
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Juma Mosque in Shamakhi (8th century) exposed to 
Armenian atrocity in 1918 

 

 
 

The mosque which is located in the centre of the ancient 
city and at the current entrance of the region has a non-standard 
structure. There are 4 minarets of the mosque which are similar 
to the medieval European universities. 

It consists of 3 levels. While there were 36 mosques in 
the past in the city, all of them collapsed as a result of frequent 
earthquakes. Juma Mosque is one of the mosques which has 
reached to our modern times. The most spectacular historical 
and religious monument of Shamakhi is in the list of 
outstanding monuments of the South Caucasus which operates 
as one of the most important religious centres of the Middle 
East.  It is the first mosque in the Transcaucasia. 

Adam O'Leary, German astronomer, philosopher and 
geographer wrote: "On February 5, 1637 in Shamakhi, I along 
with a few people…we were passing through the courtyard of a 
building... very well built.... There were many men's rooms in 
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this building. When we saw elderly or young people walking or 
sitting here with a lot of books in their hands, we asked what 
that place was for; we learned that was a Muslim religious 
school, gymnasium or academy". 

According to reports the first mosque in the Caucasus 
was built in Derbent in 733, while the second was built in 743 
in Shamakhi. The special commission established after the 
earthquake in 1902, conducted excavation and research work 
here. Juma Mosque that has reached to our era was rebuilt on 
the foundation of the ancient mosque in 1902 with the design 
of Zivarbey Ahmadbeyov, an architect. Juma Mosque received 
the biggest wound of the history on March 18, 1918. On the 
same day, the Armenian Dashnaks kept shelling the mosque by 
cannon from the Lalayanlar quarter located on the highest hill 
of the town. Traces of the cannon-balls remained for a long 
time. 
 

 
 
Juma mosque in Shamakhi city recognized as the oldest 

Muslim temples in the Caucasus has survived till the present 
day, which is one of the historical and cultural monuments of 
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Azerbaijan. Juma Mosque which is distinguished by its 
antiquity and originality in terms of architectural style has been 
carefully preserved with a high esteem at all times as a sacred 
place of worship among population.  

In 1918, during the massacres committed by armed 
Armenian Dashnak gangs, a significant part of the population 
has tried to find refuge in it. 

But unbridled Armenian bandits did not abstain from 
burning the mosque structure together with people carelessly.  

Since 1920, while Juma Mosque remained intact during 
the Soviet regime it did not operate. Attempts were made to 
defame it before people. Also, during this period, the mosque 
that was not used for the intended purpose had faced with the 
threat of destruction. This historical monument was renovated 
in 1980.  
 

 
The events of the genocide committed by Armenians in 1918 
did not only put an end to the lives of the people. Also, 
religious temples, mosques, historical monuments and houses 
were burned and destroyed. 
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Juma Mosqu of the period 
  
It should be noted that, on December 24, 2009, President 

of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev signed an order in connection with 
the restoration of historical and architectural monument of the 
Juma mosque. During the restoration, the mosque has used 
ornaments to the maximum extent. Two new 36 meter high 
minarets were built in the mosque as well. Restoration work 
was completed after posting religious slogans on the walls of 
the mosque. 
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Post-repair opening ceremony of Juma mosque 
 

 
 

 
 

President Ilham Aliyev attended the opening ceremony of 
the Juma Mosque in Shamakhi after overhaul and 
reconstruction works 
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The opening ceremony of the Shamakhi Juma Mosque 
has been held, after overhaul and reconstruction with the 
initiative of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation. The Muftis of the 
peoples of the Caucasus, ambassadors of Muslim countries to 
Azerbaijan, representatives of the public and religious figures 
attended the ceremony. It was noted during the meeting that yet 
another important event testifying to the greatness of the 
spiritual world of our people was being written in the history of 
modern Azerbaijan. The Shamakhi Juma Mosque, one of the 
unique pearls of Azerbaijani and Oriental architecture, is 
starting a new life.  

It was brought to the attention that the Shamakhi Juma 
Mosque, one of the oldest Muslim temples in the territory of 
Azerbaijan, in the South Caucasus and in the Middle East as a 
whole, was built at the time of Caliph Khalid ibn Valiyad in 
honour of the arrival of his brother, Muslim ibn Valiyad, in 
Azerbaijan. According to some sources, Khazar Khan adopted 
Islam at this very mosque after the defeat by the armies of the 
Caliphate,.As the devastating earthquake hit the Shamakhi 
province, one of the largest provinces of the Caucasus in 1859 
the centre of the province was moved to Baku. 

The earthquake of 1902 could not destroy the mosque, 
and was able to withstand the harsh environment. But even the 
unfinished mosque retained its grandeur.The major overhaul 
and reconstruction of the Shamakhi Juma Mosque, carried out 
as part of the “Tolerance Location: Azerbaijan” project of the 
Heydar Aliyev Foundation, have always been at the centre of 
attention of the head of the state. During a trip to Shamakhi in 
November 2009, President Ilham Aliyev visited the Juma 
Mosque and signed a decision on the restoration of the 
monument, which has great historical value and holds a special 
place in the spiritual world of the Azerbaijani people. 
Following the orders signed by the President of Azerbaijan in 
December 2009 and February 2013, funds were allocated for 
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this purpose. 
Then the major overhaul and reconstruction of the 

mosque has commenced, high fanaticism mission has been 
implemented towards returning the fine example of 
architecture of the capital of the state Shirvanshahs to the 
spiritual world of our people, which comprised a significant 
stage of the Azerbaijani history. We should note that 
reconstruction of the mosque had started in March 2010. Along 
with the reconstruction of the mosque properly, the old cells 
located around the Shamakhi Juma Mosque State Historical 
and Architectural monument have been restored and the area 
extensively landscaped. The reconstruction has completely 
changed the appearance of the Seyid Azim Shirvani Park. The 
height of the minarets of the mosque is 36.4 meters. The 
entrance to the mosque, the central large, as well as the right 
and left domes have been refurbished and decorated with 
antique ornaments. The corridor of the mosque attracts 
attention with its unique design. The middle hall has been 
renovated in the national architectural style. A total of 1,500 
people can officiate here at the same time.The big dome has 
gained a special appearance after reconstruction. Right and left 
domes with a unique design also draw attention. The pulpits 
have been restored to a high quality and traditional style. The 
courtyard of the mosque has been landscaped, two swimming 
pools built and 6 galleries set up. The area of the two-storey 
office building is 804 square meters. The mosque has a 
conference room and a number of auxiliary facilities. The 
service building with an area of 520 square meters houses a 
250-seat ritual hall and a kitchen fitted with modern equipment. 
The rich library set up here has been delivered for the use of 
religious people. Overall, the reconstruction of the Shamakhi 
Juma Mosque is a true example of a tactful approach of the 
Azerbaijani state to national and spiritual values, the freedom 
of conscience and religion. 
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We should also note that President of Azerbaijan 
reviewed the stands describing the condition of the Juma 
Mosque after the earthquake in 1902, before and after the 
current overhaul, as well as the progress of reconstruction. 

The opening ceremony of the Shamakhi Juma Mosque 
started with the reading of ayats from the Holy Koran. 

President Ilham Aliyev delivered a speech at the 
ceremony. 

- Dear religious figures! 
Dear Ambassadors! 
Dear friends! 
It is a very significant day in the history of our country. 

Today we are celebrating the opening of the Shamakhi Juma 
Mosque after renovation. Greetings to the Muftis of the North 
Caucasus and all the guests who have come to Azerbaijan to 
participate in this ceremony! 

At the same time, the Ambassadors of Muslim countries 
to Azerbaijan are also here with us today. 

I should note that this beautiful event is being attended 
by representatives of all regions of our country. There are 
religious figures from every region of Azerbaijan here.  

In essence, the whole of Azerbaijan is here in Shamakhi 
today, participating in the opening of the Shamakhi Juma 
Mosque. 

But today, Shamakhi Juma Mosque is alive again and has 
opened its doors to pilgrims. 

The Azerbaijani government has taken all the necessary 
measures to restore the mosque. Of course, the mosque did not 
function in Soviet times. In 2009, I issued a relevant order on 
the overhaul of the Shamakhi Juma Mosque, and hard work 
began since 2010. 

I personally examined progress of construction and 
creative works and gave instructions each year and the main 
objective was to preserve and save the historical part of the 
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mosque. See:  these columns and walls are historical walls. So 
both the interior design and the external appearance of the 
mosque are pleasing to the eye today. Once again I want to say 
that the most important thing is that the ancient walls and 
stones have been preserved, concurrently, new structures have 
been added as well. The Azerbaijani government is attached to 
its past. All the religious monuments are restored and repaired 
in Azerbaijan.There were only 17 mosques operating in 
Azerbaijan in Soviet times, while now their number is close to 
1800. This shows that faith in the hearts of the people could not 
be destroyed even in Soviet times. The Azerbaijani people have 
preserved and saved the respect and love of their holy religion 
in their hearts.  

Our friends, the muftis of the North Caucasus, 
ambassadors and other guests, have attended practically all of 
our activities - the opening ceremonies of the Tazapir Mosque 
after major overhaul, the Bibiheybat and Ajdarbay mosques.  

This is evidence of the fact that religious centres are 
restored in Azerbaijan. At the same time, mosques are built in 
all the regions of the country. Such an approach, I want to say 
again, is a government policy. We will continue to follow this 
path. We are restoring and will continue to restore all of our 
religious monuments. I want to note that more than 200 
mosques have been built and over 80 mosques renovated in 
Azerbaijan in the last 10 years. 

As I noted, the Shamakhi Juma Mosque was subjected to 
natural disasters and Armenian vandalism. Almost all of the 
buildings in Shamakhi were destroyed at the time, during the 
genocide of 1918. But they failed to destroy the mosque. After 
1270 years, this mosque is starting to operate again. This is a 
great historical event indeed; it carries a huge symbolic 
meaning. It shows that the people of Azerbaijan are 
unbreakable. 

The Shusha mosque, the Agdam mosque and other 
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mosques located on the occupied territories are in a dilapidated 
condition now. But there will come a time when we will restore 
those mosques. We will restore the Shusha mosque, the Agdam 
mosque and other mosques that are currently under occupation. 
We will oust the invaders from Azerbaijani lands. The 
Azerbaijani flag will fly in Shusha, Khankandi and all occupied 
lands. I am sure that this day will come. To bring this day 
closer, the entire Azerbaijani society, all the citizens of 
Azerbaijan have to join their hands. I congratulate all the 
Muslims of Azerbaijan, all the Muslims of the world on this 
wonderful event again and wish each one of you good health 
and happiness.  
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Imamzada Mosque faced with the 1918 aggression 
 

Imamzada Mosque complex of Shamakhi, faced with 
Armenian atrocities in 1918  

 
We would like also to mention that Imamzada Mosque 

complex in Imamli street nearby Juma Mosque in the center of 
the city is one of the ancient monuments. Allama Seyid 
Mohammad Saleh Al Muderrism one of the children of IV 
imam Zeynalabdin was buried here. 

The foundation was laid in 1370. It was rebuilt in 1910 -
1917 on the project of Zivarbay Ahmadbayov, a famous 
architect from Shamakhi. In the massacre of March-April 1918 
Armenian Dashnaks filled about 200 people in the Imamzada 
and burned them alive. 
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Plaque dedicated to the genocide in Angakharan village of 
Shamakhi region took place in 1918 

 

 
 

Shamakhi genocide took place in 1918 
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Historical architectural monument 
 

 



 
139

 
Gobustan region "Diri baba" sanctuary According to 
reports, this sacred hearth was faced with Armenian 

aggression. 
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Memorial complex dedicated to the memory of the Turkish 

martyrs, Ajidere Valley, Gobustan region 
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Memorial complex 
 
      We should also note that, there was a likelihood of a 
genocide that had taken place in 1918 in the space called “Bel 
Yolu”, nearby Pirsaat River, between Sabir district and Jabirli 
(Arabshalbash) village. Currently, a memorial complex is 
being built in that space by Haji Azizkhan Farhadov in that 
area to perpetuate the memory of those who died in 1918. 
We present those photos. It is assumed that Armenian-Dashnak 
armed men had assassinated peaceful civilians in these areas in 
April 1918. 
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Investigations of the Emergency Investigation  
Commission: 

 
They are about ethnic cleansing and massacres 

committed by the Armenian military groups during 1918 
against the peaceful Azebaijani-Muslim population in the 
historical Azerbaijani lands aimed at cleaning these territories 
from Azerbaijanis.    

The massacres were part of the large-scale plan which 
had been committed against Azerbaijanis by Armenian 
nationalists in the areas where they would establish their own 
state in the future to reduce the maximum number of Muslims. 

These are the documents collected and compiled by the 
Emergency Investigation Committee established by the 
Government of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic on July 
15, 1918 to investigate the criminal acts committed against the 
Azerbaijani-Muslim population as well as their possessions 
within the boundaries of Transcaucasia since the start of the 
First World War.  

Alekper bey Khasmammadov, a lawyer performed the 
duty of Chairman of the Commission. Commission members 
were consisted of investigative and judicial authorities of Baku 
and Ganja cities.  36 volumes and 3,500 pages of materials 
were collected during the operation of the commission (July 
15, 1918 – November 1, 1919).  

Of these, 6 volumes and 740 pages of materials were 
dedicated to the violence acts committed against Azerbaijani 
population of Baku and the surrounding areas.  

 
Interrogation Report  
February 24, 1919. Baku city. Emergency Investigation 

Commission under the Government of Azerbaijan, in 
accordance with Articles 307 and 443 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the following person has been interrogated as 
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an aggrieved: 
Mashadi Abbas Haji Rza oglu, I am 50 years old, I live in 

the house no. 109, 1st Kanitapinskaya Street, Baku city. On 
March 18, 1918, during the bloody events committed in Baku, 
when Muslims were mercilessly murdered by Armenians, my 
20 years old son Sadig also to a victim of Armenians.  

The Armenians injured my son on the aforementioned 
date in the street nearby my house, and my injured son came 
back home with running blood. As we were unable to carry the 
seriously injured with us we left him at home and I escaped 
with all of the members of my family.  

After declaration of truce, when I returned home, I found 
my son dead with his disfigured body, he had numerous 
bayonet wounds on his body, and his head was almost 
completely crushed; seemingly, Armenians had kicked his head 
with big stones.  

So, I am unlucky and I lost my last son and my last 
support at my old age.  My apartment was also plundered by 
Armenians and 173.905 rubles (with new rate) worth property 
was taken away. Read. Educated. Signature. (Arabic letters) 

Members of Commission: A. Haji-Irzayev, A. Kluge 
(signatures) 

Archive of Political Documents of the Presidential 
Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan, chapter 277, 
page 2, case 26, list 88. Document no. 608 

 
Interrogation Report 
December 20, 1918, Baku city. Emergency Investigation 

Commission under the Government of Azerbaijan, in 
accordance with Articles 307 and 443 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the following person has been interrogated as 
an aggrieved: Akbar Tagi oglu, I live in the house no. 43, 
Bazarnaya Street, Baku city, and I am illiterate. 

I had two tea houses; one was located in the house no. 19 
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of Vragelskaya Street, the other one in the house no. 3 of 
Bazarnaya Street, also I had a grocery store in the house no. 7 
of Vorontsovskaya street, and an apartment in the house no. 3 
of Bazarnaya street. On March 20, the Armenian soldiers 
plundered my 2 tea houses, grocery store and apartment (worth 
of 224.000).  I present the list of the plundered items. 

After plundering Armenian soldiers fired the "Dagestan" 
Hotel with completely burned more than 50 Muslims in it. 
They fired the Caravanserai located in front of the "Dagestan" 
Hotel and more than 100 Muslims were burned down here. 

Subsequently, Armenian soldiers invaded into the 
Caravanserai of Abbas Eyvazov located in Lalayev’s house, 
and an Armenian officer shot down 7 Muslims with a pistol, 
my nephews: Movsum Agha Sadig oglu, Bagir Movsum oglu, 
Gulam Ali Baymammad oglu, and Salman, a resident of 
Karabakh and his brother Isgandar, and Gurban Ali, an 
employee of “Novbahar” restaurant. Probably Armenians had 
killed more people, but I know these persons only. I was in 
"Dagestan" hotel and I could flee to Iranian Council’s house. 

Read. Illiterate. Members of Commission: M. Takinski, 
A. Kluge (signatures). 

Archive of Political Documents of the Presidential 
Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan, chapter 277, 
page 2, case 15, v. 38-39. Document no. 609 

 
Interrogation Report 
November 18, 1918. Baku city. Emergency Investigation 

Commission under the Government of Azerbaijan, in 
accordance with Articles 307 and 443 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the following person has been interrogated as 
an aggrieved: 

Mashadi Hukur Huseyn oglu, 30 years old, Iranian 
citizen, I live in Chadrovaya Street, Baku city. Armenian 
soldiers invaded into my house in mid-March of this year. 
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They killed five Muslims of Iranian citizens and one woman.  
I gave 5822 rubles to the Armenian soldiers and thanks to 

it the Armenians did not kill me, but captivated me and my 
family. Armenians plundered all the Muslim houses and took 
all belongings away. 

Armenians looted me and my apartment, and took away 
all our stuff indicated in the list, thus, I would ask you to 
include this list to the case. Armenians plundered the stuff 
worth of 27.350 rubles from my apartment.  

Read. Illiterate. Emergency Investigation Commission: 
M. Khan Takinski (signature). 

Archive of Political Documents of the Presidential 
Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan, chapter 277, 
page 2, case 13, list 161. Document no. 613 

 
Interrogation Report  
February 24, 1919. Baku city. Emergency Investigation 

Commission under the Government of Azerbaijan, in 
accordance with Articles 307 and 443 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the following person has been interrogated as 
an aggrieved: 

Ali Murad Safar oglu, I am 35 years old, and I live in the 
house no. 81, in Budagovskaya Street, Baku city. 

During the events of March 1918 in Baku city, armed 
Armenians invaded into the above mentioned house and 
divided into two parts, and began to enter the apartments; 

they killed healthier and younger men, and captivated the 
women, old and sick men, including me with all my family and 
took to the  Kanitapinskaya Street no. 5 of the city transport. 

They detained us for 4 days there and then released us 
with all captives, and when I returned to my apartment, I saw it 
had been pillaged by Armenians: all of my possessions with 
worth of 22.085 rubles (I valued by old rates) were looted.  I 
would ask you to include this list to the case. 
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Read. Educated. Signature. Members of Commission: 
Alexandrovich, A. Kluge, A. Haji-Irzayev (signatures). 

Archive of Political Documents of the Presidential 
Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan, chapter 277, 
page 2, case 25, list 4. Document no. 617 

 
Interrogation Report  
December 9, 1918, Baku city. Emergency Investigation 

Commission under the Government of Azerbaijan, in 
accordance with Articles 307 and 443 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the following person has been interrogated as 
an aggrieved: 

Yagub Mammad Tagi oglu, I am 35 years old, I live in 
the house no. 262, Volginskaya Street, Zabrat village. 
Armenian soldiers entered Zabrat on the first days of 
September. 

I escaped, but Armenians looted my shop with worth of 
29.660 rubles, and took away 3.300 rubles in cash. I present the 
list. 

I am aware that Armenians have killed 30 people in 
Zabrat village and looted everything. Moreover, Armenian 
soldiers plundered my house and took my stuff away. 
Read. Signature (Arabic letters). 

Members of Commission: M. Takinski, A. Kluge 
(signatures 

Archive of Political Documents of the Presidential 
Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan, chapter 277, 
page 2, case 14, list 102. Document no. 618 

 
Interrogation Report 
December 9, 1918. Baku city. Emergency Investigation 

Commission under the Government of Azerbaijan, in 
accordance with Articles 307 and 443 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the following person has been interrogated as 
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an aggrieved: 
Muftali Ismail oglu, I am 35 years old, and I live in the 

7th Parallelnaya Street in Baku, and I am illiterate. In March of 
this year Armenians pillaged my house through robbery, but 
did not kill or injure any of my relatives, because we had 
escaped. 

I present the list of items. The old price of the robbed 
property was 8.200 rubles. 

 The testimony was read. Illiterate. Chairman of the 
Emergency Investigation Commission: A. Khasmamedov,  

Member of Commission:  
А.Kluge (signature).  
Archive of Political Documents of the Presidential 

Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan, chapter 277, 
page 2, iş 14, list 96. Document no. 619 

                                                                                                             
Interrogation Report  
February 4, 1919. Baku city. Emergency Investigation 

Commission under the Government of Azerbaijan, in 
accordance with Articles 307 and 443 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the following person has been interrogated as 
an aggrieved: 

Mukhtar Hasan oglu Huseynov, 45-year-old, I live in the 
house no. 1, Aziatskaya Street, Baku city. During the 
massacres of March, 1918 in Baku, the barber shop in 
Gubernskaya Street no. 57 was destroyed; various properties of 
22.700 rubles worth were looted. 

Educated, read. 
Signature (Arabic letters). Members of Commission: A. 

Haji-Irzayev, A. Kluge (signatures). 
Archive of Political Documents of the Presidential 

Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan, chapter 277, 
page 2, case 26, list 58. Document no. 620 
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Interrogation Report  
1918, December 9. Baku city. Emergency Investigation 

Commission under the Government of Azerbaijan, in 
accordance with Articles 307 and 443 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the following person has been interrogated as 
an aggrieved:  

Fakhraddin Abdulla oglu, I am 33 years old, I live in the 
7th Parallelnaya Street, and I am illiterate.  Armenian soldiers 
invaded in Sabunchu in the early September of this year and 
looted my shop of 45.340 rubles worth.  

Read. Signature (Arabic letters). Members of 
Commission: M. Takinski, A. Kluge (signatures).   

Archive of  Political Documents of the Presidential 
Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan, chapter 277, 
page 2, case 14, list 102  (45). 
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Armenians attempted to falsify the events of 1918 
and other historical aspects in the virtual space  
 

 
         

Social Welfare and Researches Public Union has 
monitored about 50 Armenian websites within the framework 
of the project “Strengthening the role of electronic media in 
foreign countries for the sake of advocacy and restoration of 
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan” with the financial support of 
the Council of State Support to NGOs under the President of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan. The main goal of this research is to 
detect and expose the provocations carried out by Armenians 
on the Internet against Azerbaijan and Turkic world. 

Oddly enough, Armenians have even attempted to falsify 
the events of the 1918. Such historical forgery has continued in 
the Armenian originated Baku.am website and other sources. 
Armenians, through the Baku.am website have completely 
falsified not only the history of Baku, but also historical facts, 
in particular the events of 1918. Look, how was this forgery 
continued? The website displays: "Illegal military groups of 
Caucasian Tatars joined. Turkish forces moved towards Baku. 
Thus, on September 15, breaking the resistance of the 
Armenian military units and their allies, Turkish-Azerbaijani 
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forces entered Baku in two directions, Baku was occupied".  
The foreigners who do not have information about the region 
and overall the history of Baku city, after reading these false 
scripts may think that Baku is an ancient Armenian town. 
Continuing further forgery the Baku.am website then writes: 
"Thus, heroic defence of Baku city added one more glorious 
page in the history of Armenian military". 

Apparently, the Armenians have presented the March 
1918 and subsequent genocides and the atrocities committed by 
Armenians against Azerbaijani civilians as a victory. 
Moreover, Armenians have made unsuccessful attempts by 
associating the history of Baku, the architectural monuments 
and the city’s development as an oil city with their names. The 
monitoring included daily Armenian news portals as well as 
the internet resources which have been launched for direct false 
propaganda.  

We should also note terrible frauds were detected as a 
result of investigations. In fact, such information has always 
been talked and written about. Perhaps it would have been 
possible to ignore these scripts of Armenians by not accepting 
them serious. However, the Internet is used all over the world 
which does not recognize any boundary. Look, how many 
foreigners have received such forged information about 
Azerbaijan which have been disseminated very cunningly by 
Armenians.  One interesting thing we have observed that there 
is an apparent malevolence in the internet media possessed by 
Armenian themselves, which has a relatively neutral position. 
In short, the internet space and the international community 
using these resources remain face to face with Armenian 
forgery. 

   
Ararat Online.ru  We once again witness the Armenian 

disease in the Armenian history section (ИСТОРИЯ 
АРМЕНИИ). The website displays that the most ancient 



 
152

people and culture carrier of the region are namely Armenians. 
They have made efforts to falsify all historical sources very 
cunningly. The "Greater Armenia" disease of Armenians was 
presented in more disgraceful shape here and it has not been 
based on any scientific evidences. They put forward territorial 
claims not only for South Caucasus, ancient Azerbaijani lands 
but also for the territories of all neighbouring states and the 
territories till Egypt. 

 
Ararat Online.ru When focused on that section of this 

website one may come to conclusion that  if it were possible to 
settle in the Arctic Ocean, the Armenians would claim for 
those areas as well. That section of the website reports about 
ancient Armenian language. The world's most famous linguists 
have repeatedly demonstrated with convincing facts that 
Armenians were able to shape up their language by 
encroaching upon the lands, material and spiritual wealth as 
well as languages of other nations. Even today, the vast 
majority of the words in their lexicon are consisted of foreign 
words. One fact would come in handy to mention here. The 
confession made by Manuk Abegyanm an Armenian literary 
scholar, academic, attracts attention: "... where are the roots of 
the Armenian people, how, when, where and in which ways sis 
they came here ... We do not have any accurate and clear 
evidence of it" ("Armenian literature history", Iravan, 1975). 

 
Сумгаит.инфо Web site has entirely falsified the 

Sumgait events of 1988.They have completely distorted the 
main facts without providing information on Eduard Grigorian, 
one of the direct executors and organizers of these events. The 
truth is this: The terrible and bloody events took place in 
Sumgait in 1988 had been measured skilfully.Armenians had 
taken one more step forward to realize the "Greater Armenia" 
illusion by creating disturbances in Sumgait which was an 
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industrial city with representatives of different nations. 
Furthermore, the Сумгаит.инфо website disseminates false 
information about Khojaly tragedy such as:"The fact remains 
as it is. The assassination of Azerbaijanis during Khojaly 
events has taken place nearby Aghdam which was under the 
control of Azerbaijanis". 
Look, how do these forgers distort the Khojaly genocide, 
which has been the most terrible tragedy of the 20th century 
with not so distant history. 

 
Falsifications about maps 
http://www.armnet.ru website: These maps contain 

information about maps and territories of neighbouring 
countries. In Карта Армения section the territories of Georgia, 
Turkey and Iran along with Azerbaijan have been presented as 
territories of Armenia. This issue should be treated very 
tactfully by the public of those states as well. Because 
Armenians claim for the lands of the listed countries. 

 
azerichild.info website: Armenians have taken one more 

cunning step over the past period. So, they have created a 
website called azerichild.info. History textbooks, children's 
literature, children's journalism published in Azerbaijan, 
associated samples in the television and internet were 
“researched” within the scope of the project. During the 
research it was revealed that as if the phrases such as “'ugly and 
cynical Armenians” and “damned enemy” have been used in 
those samples. An idea arises from here naturally. The phrase 
such as damned enemy, the ideas such as cynical claims of 
Armenians are perhaps too soft expressions for those who 
committed the Khojaly tragedy, brutally murdered hundreds of 
peaceful Azerbaijanis, and put their signatures on other 
tragedies.Armenians express claims related to creation of 
enemy images in the textbooks of Azerbaijan and Turkey at 
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every opportunity.  Finally, with the help of this website they 
try to convey their lies to international community. 

Irrefutable facts prove once again that the Armenian 
textbooks have become the means of revenge for many years. 
Studies have confirmed once again that the Armenians raise 
their children in a spirit of hatred to their neighbouring nations 
around the world. They propagate to the children from the 
cradle "Turks are your enemies", "Turks have drunk your 
blood". The phrases such as “nomadic Turks”, “wild Turks”, 
“homeland of vandalism” are been used in the textbooks of 
Armenians. With regard to specific facts, one may find hate-
filled ideas about Turks in the Armenian historian Musa 
Khorenli’s book "Armenian History".  

 
 www.Genocide.ru website: Armenians have repeated 

their old bayatis. They have repeated until it seemed that the 
world was totally confused in front of these lies. But it is 
impossible to destroy or shut down all of these websites. 

This website does not end with just about distortion of 
the events of 1915. Fidgety Armenians had fabricated their 
exposure to genocide in the 18th – 19th centuries and in 
different periods of time. 

 At this point, we would like to point out one fact. A 
famous expert Levon Dabegyan replies to Armenian claims 
logically: "Armenians are obliged directly to Turks for their 
national existence. If we stayed between the Byzantines or 
other Europeans, then the Armenian name could have been 
kept only in history books".  

  Wikipedia is one of the largest spaces of Armenian 
falsification. The propaganda machine does not stop against 
Azerbaijan, and therefore slanderous articles are innumerable. 
One may find scripts not only of political nature, but also 
forged scripts of Armenians related to culture, art, literature 
and etc., here. "Literatura Azerbayjan" article reports only 
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about development of Armenian and Persian literature in the 
territory of the current Azerbaijan in the period until the 15th 
century. Absurd statements are found in the “Армянский 
Кеман” section of the Russian language version of Wikipedia, 
for example, a number of musical instruments of Azerbaijani 
nation such as kamancha belongs to Armenians. But the fact 
remains as it is. Habil Aliyev, an outstanding musician of 
Azerbaijan and a master of kamanch has proved to the world 
with his performances that the kamancha has been a national 
musical instrument of Azerbaijan.  

One more forgery of Armenians in Wikipedia and other 
Internet resources is about archaeological excavations and 
historical monuments. Armenians have conducted 
"archaeological excavations" in the occupied Agdam region of 
Azerbaijan.  

During excavations the ancient history of Azerbaijan, 
including material and spiritual examples related to the 
Caucasian Albania have been destroyed brutally. The goal of 
the excavations carried out by Armenian archaeologists is to 
try to verify supposedly the myth about the integration of the 
fictitious “Arsakh” into Armenia in the 1st century B.C.    

According to the Armenian archaeologists, they have 
allegedly gained written and archaeological evidences 
verifying the antiquity of the Armenian statehood during the 
excavations in Aghdam. Based on it they were allegedly able to 
define “Tigrankert” city founded by the “great” Tigran in 
“Artsakh”.  The policy of vandalism carried out against the 
Azerbaijani culture, material and spiritual heritage has always 
existed. It is clear that the ongoing destructive policy of 
Armenians today has the goal of striking blow to Azerbaijani 
culture. This policy is consisted of long-term targets focused on 
destruction of historical monuments belonging to Azerbaijan. 
We should also note a very important point here that the 
rampancy of Armenian invaders in the occupied territories of 
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Azerbaijan, the fact of destruction of historical and cultural 
monuments and deliberate spoilage thereby contradict with the 
“Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the 
Event of Armed Conflict” adopted at the Hague in 1954, 
European Convention “On the Protection of the Archaeological 
Heritage”, 1992, and “Convention concerning the Protection of 
the World Cultural and Natural Heritage” of UNESCO, 1972. 
Unfortunately, an Armenian recognizes neither a convention, 
nor an international law. 
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Conclusion 
 

One of the main goals in writing this book was to shake 
memories by reviewing those genocides caused to Azerbaijanis 
in 1918, to listen to the adepts and witnesses of those events 
and analyze overall historical processes.    

Of course, massacres, conspiracies or criminal acts 
committed against a nation will never be forgotten. However, 
the fairest attitude would be here that the facts of committed 
criminal acts would be treated fairly. Let a perpetrator be 
punished, that genocide be given a legal and political value. 
Unfortunately, none of this has occurred today. 

One of today's most serious problems is the unawareness 
of the wide circles of the truth related to 1918. In order to 
convey the essence of these events to those forces it is 
necessary to settle on the more innovative and attractive 
advocacy outlets.   

Of course, one of the goals of each event is to enable the 
world community to get more information about this conflict, 
and to enable the essence of the Armenian forgery to become 
known. If this information can not sufficiently reach to the 
target, then something needs to be changed. 

Here, it is necessary to start with researching the 
tragedies and overall conflicts, compiled books, how to learn 
and accept all of these by internal and external audience. 

It is because we witness problems in writing our 
historiography, and conveying it to the younger generation in 
many cases. Thus, everyone should immortalize these pains 
internally, and we have to approach to our national tragedies 
tactfully.  

At present, political science and scientific theories clearly 
display the existing international relations system in the world, 
and the issue of regulation of interstate relations. In many cases 
this transparency contributes acceptance of the reality by a 



 
158

broader audience. We hope that this book will help to achieve 
the main targets and it will shed light on very dark aspects.  

I hereby extend my deep gratitude to those people who 
supported to investigate the March 1918 genocide, delivered 
the known information to us, overall, everybody who provided 
support to this work. All our martyrs, our cognates who passed 
away during the genocide, God rest their souls! 
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